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Caribbean Studies Association

Donna Hope, UWI Mona, Jamaica

President’'s Message

Warm greetings to the Caribbean Studies Association
community.

| begin by thanking the members of CSA for granting
me the opportunity to serve in the capacity of President
for the period 2025-26. Servant-Leadership is, for me, a
cherished opportunity to guide, give back and grow our
CSA Community. | look forward to your support as we
move through this year.

My commitment for this year, as indicated at our CSA
Banquet/Awards Ceremony at our 2025 Conference in
St. Maarten, remains steadfast -

e A rationalization and renewal of CSA’s structures,
ensuring the association’s sustainability,
responsiveness, and operational strength;

A strategic expansion of CSA membership, with a
focus on greater inclusion across linguistic,
disciplinary, and generational lines; and

e The planning and execution of the Golden 50th
Annual CSA Conference, a landmark event that will
be hosted in Kingston, Jamaica in June 2026.




Thus, in this year of rebuilding and recommitment, our focus is clear: to
deepen our engagement with each other, to expand our membership, and
to strengthen the bonds that unite our scholars, artists, and practitioners.
The CSA thrives when its members are active, visible, and connected—
when our research, our classrooms, and our cultural work echo the
complexity and resilience of Caribbean life.

At this specific juncture, we stand at a moment of reflection and renewal.
The Caribbean Studies Association has, for more than five decades,
served as a beacon of critical thought, creative expression, and
intellectual solidarity across the region and its diasporas. Our collective
work continues to affirm the Caribbean as a vital centre of global inquiry
and transformation. This must continue and must be expanded. As we see
in Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and Cuba, the devastating
impacts of Climate Change continue to ravage our region, as evidenced
by Hurricane Melissa. As a Jamaican, living and working in Jamaica, |
stand in solidarity with my Caribbean family across the region who have
been affected. As CSA President, | encourage our members to work
collectively to provide relief in various forms and to engage in research,
reflection, and publication that inform strategies for prevention and
protection, resilience, and renewal in our Caribbean region.

| also take this opportunity to welcome the new members of the Executive
Council. Their vision, expertise, and commitment, combined with those of
our LOC members and volunteers in Jamaica, will guide our efforts as we
move toward the 50th Annual CSA Conference, to be held in Kingston,
Jamaica in June 2026 under the theme “Caribbean Vibes and Vibrations:
Culture, Identity and Development in Transformative Times. This milestone
conference, standing in the cusp of multiple transformations and social
and cultural moments, regionally and globally, will celebrate fifty years of
scholarship and community, while inviting us to imagine the next fifty—to
think boldly about the futures we are shaping together and those who will
benefit. | encourage you to use the platform of our upcoming conference
to share your research, thoughts, and praxis in a resounding expression of
Caribbean spirit and ingenuity.

As we look ahead, for this Presidential year and towards our Golden 50th
Annual Conference in June 2026, let us continue to uphold the CSA’s spirit
of collaboration, intellectual courage, and regional pride. The work we do
matters—it builds bridges, it reclaims narratives, and it sustains the
Caribbean voice in the global conversation.

In solidarity and hope,

Professor Donna P. Hope
President (2025-2026)
Caribbean Studies Association
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CSA 2025 Annual Survey Report

During CSA 2025, we invited attendees and members to participate in a
survey via a link and QR code. The survey was accessible to in-person and
remote participants, as well as the broader CSA membership. It remained
open for the duration of the conference and for an additional month
afterward (June 2025) to allow for broader participation. Responses were
collected anonymously, though participants had the option to provide
contact information if they wished to engage in volunteer or service
opportunities.

“We Asked, You Said”

How lomg have you been a member of the Caribbean Studies Association?
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Q: Would you recommend CSA as an
academic/professional conference to your
colleagues and/or graduate students should
consider attending? Why? Why not?

e “Yes. | consider CSA to be the preeminent

conference in Caribbean Studies in the US,”

and “Absolutely. It is widely
interdisciplinary. The quality of the
scholarship is high, and there are great
opportunities for networking.”

e “Despite some recent chaos in post-
pandemic conferences, | would still
recommend CSA, especially to emerging
scholars, as it is still a top conference for
recent scholarship and networking.”

e “| would recommend if it were more
organized and more affordable. As a
graduate student, | had to go into a bit of
debt to attend.”

Q: Please provide any constructive feedback
that you think would be helpful for the

incoming Executive Committee, Vice President,

and President going forward.

e “CSA needs to embrace the wide field of

Caribbean studies. Politics, Law, Economics,

and other fields need to be encouraged to
attend and participate, especially where
fields connect,” and “Rebuild the CSA
Community. Quality scholarship, Caribbean
spirit and attention to regional
challenges...”

e “Culture night is one of the greatest
highlights of the conference.. but | came
for the theme and conference papers, so
everything else was icing on the cake.”

e “More time for discussion and opportunities

to connect with other scholars would have
made a huge difference.”



Our Responses

The CSA survey shows that the community of scholars and independent researchers
includes many long-standing members (over 10 years). At the same time, it reveals a
growing group of newer scholars who are eager to engage and help shape the
organization’s direction in the years ahead.We thank you for your candid feedback and
want to share our responses:

I.In light of your valuable feedback, we are implementing the following changes to
improve the organization and communication of the conference:

e Making printed copies of the program available to all registered
participants.

e Any updates to the conference program will be communicated via on-site
signage and digital notice boards, where available.

2.Given the size and scope of the CSA conference, creating shared spaces for
discussion and networking can be challenging. While the week-long format allows us
to showcase a wide range of academic presentations, dedicating additional time
and space to networking would inevitably reduce the number of panels and research
sessions.

3.The Executive Committee is exploring creative ways to foster meaningful connections
among participants without compromising opportunities for scholarly exchange.
Some possibilities we are considering include:

e inviting journal editors and publishers to the graduate student breakfast.

e hosting a meet and greet for conference attendees who arrive the day
before the start of the conference.

e reintroducing author salons which combine book launches with receptions
(we will encourage sponsorship for these events).

4.Part of our effort to continue expanding the reach of this organization into wider
disciplinary, public/private partnerships, independent researchers and scholars and
emerging fields of critical engagement means that we will have to be more
intentional in forming partnerships. Some of the things we are considering to this
end include:

 Disseminating our newsletters and calls for papers to other academic and
non-academic organizations whose interests may not be squarely in the
field of Caribbean studies, but whose research and scholarship is deeply
impacted by what is taking place in the Caribbean region. A few
organizations that come immediately to mind are:
= The National Black Nurses Association

= The Caribbean Association for Oncology and Hematology
= Global Center for Climate Mobility

= Museums Association of the Caribbean.
There are numerous academic, professional, nonprofit, and community based
organizations who, like us, would benefit from part of this community of
interlocutors.

In the coming months, we will return to this survey to contact those of you who
expressed an interest in getting more involved with CSA. We are looking forward to
having you on board, to hear the new ideas and perspectives of our members. An
organization is at its best, when it invites and welcomes new ideas and new
perspectives from its community.
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Caribbean Studies Association (CSA)
Call for Papers
CSA 50th Annual Conference
Kingston, Jamaica | June 1-5, 2026
Theme: Caribbean Vibes and Vibrations: Culture, Identity and Development in Transformative Times
#CSA2026 | #CSA50 | #CSAKINGSTON | #CSAGOLD

Call for Papers Opens: October 2025
Submission Deadline: December 31, 2025
Notification of Acceptance: January 2026

The Caribbean Studies Association (CSA) invites submissions for its historic 50th Annual Conference, to be held in Kingston,
Jamaica, from June 1-6, 2026, under the theme:

Caribbean Vibes and Vibrations: Culture, Identity and Development inTransformative Times

This conference seeks to cultivate a vibrant space for interdisciplinary dialogue, cross-sector collaboration, and the
celebration of Caribbean vibrancy and ingenuity. We welcome proposals that critically examine the shifting contours of
Caribbean identity, politics, culture, and development in a world defined by uncertainty, resistance, and innovation. CSA 2026
marks a milestone — not only for the Association but also for Caribbean thought. As we reflect on fifty years of engaged
scholarship and advocacy, this year’s conference invites scholars, researchers, policymakers, students, artists, performers,
writers, and activists to contribute to meaningful exchanges that honour the Caribbean’s past, examine its present, and
imagine radical futures.

Sub-Themes Include:

Caribbean Popular Culture, Dancehall, Reggae, and Sonic Resistance
Rituals, Performance, and Caribbean Identity

Language, Storytelling, and the Vibrations of Caribbean Oralities
Afrofuturism, Decolonization, and Caribbean Cultural Imaginaries
Gender, Sexualities, and Embodiments in the Caribbean

Diaspora Politics and Transnational Connections

Tourism, Development, and Cultural Sovereignty

Migration, Mobility, and Border Crossings

Youth, Innovation, and Digital Futures

Climate Justice, Environmental Crisis, and Caribbean Resilience
Freedom, Reparation, and the Legacies of Enslavement
Indigenous Knowledges and Sacred Ecologies

Visual Culture, Fashion, and the Aesthetics of Caribbean Life
Caribbean Urbanism, Architecture, and Spatial Politics

Media, Memory, and Archive in Contemporary Caribbean Life
Activism, Resistance, and Transformative Governance

Submission Guidelines:
We welcome submissions in the form of:
e Individual Papers
e Thematic Panels (3-4 presenters)
e Performances or Artistic Interventions
* Film Screenings and Multimedia Presentations

All abstracts must be submitted via the CSA 2026 online portal (to be announced).
Submissions should include:

e Title of presentation or session

e Abstract (250-300 words)

e Name(s), affiliation(s), and short bio(s) of presenter(s)
e Indication of format (paper, panel, etc.)

Conference Languages:
Papers may be presented in English, Spanish, or French. Interpretation services will be provided for select plenaries and sessions.

Join us in Kingston, Jamaica, as we reflect, reconnect, and reimagine the future of Caribbean scholarship and solidarity.
Let’'s make CSA 50 a celebration of intellect, resistance, and rhythm — a golden moment of Caribbean vibes and vibrations.
For more information, visit: www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

Inquiries: program.chair@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

[ CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT |



https://www.eventsforce.net/csa/frontend/reg/tAbsSubmitterLogin.csp?pageID=78019&eventID=20&eventID=20
https://www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/
mailto:program.chair@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org

Caribbean Studies Association (CSA)

Appel a contributions
50e conférence annuelle
Kingston, Jamaique | ler au 5 juin 2026
Theme : Ambiances et vibrations caribéennes: culture, identité et développement & une époque en pleine transformation
#CSA2026 | #CSA50 | #CSAKINGSTON | #CSAGOLD

Echéancier:
Ouverture de l'appel a contributions : octobre 2025
Date limite de soumission : 31 décembre 2025
Notification d'acceptation : janvier 2026

La Caribbean Studies Association (CSA) a Kingston, en Jamaique, annonce un appel & contributions pour sa 50e conférence
historique du ler au 6 juin 2026, sous le théme :

Ambiances et vibrations caribéennes: culture, identité et développement a une époque en pleine transformation

Nous souhaitons créer un espace dynamique de dialogue interdisciplinaire, de collaboration intersectorielle et de célébration
du dynamisme et de lI'ingéniosité caribéens. Les propositions de communications qui examinent de maniére critique les
contours changeants de l'identité, de la politique, de la culture et du développement caribéens dans un monde marqué par
I'incertitude, la résistance et I'innovation sont les bienvenues.

La CSA 2026 marque une étape importante, non seulement pour I'Association, mais aussi pour la pensée caribéenne. Alors que

nous réfléchissons & cinquante années de recherche et de plaidoyer engagés, nous invitons les universitaires, les chercheurs,

les décideurs politiques, les étudiants, les artistes, les interprétes, les écrivains et les militants & contribuer & des échanges
constructifs qui honorent le passé des Caraibes, examinent son présent et imaginent des futurs radicaux.

Les sous-thémes incluent:

e Culture populaire caribéenne, dancehall, reggae et résistance sonore
Rituels, performances et identité caribéenne

Langue, récits et vibrations des oralités caribéennes

Afrofuturisme, décolonisation et imaginaires culturels caribéens
Genre, sexualités et incarnations dans les Caraibes

Politiques de la diaspora et connexions transnationales

Tourisme, développement et souveraineté culturelle

Migration, mobilité et franchissement des frontiéres

Jeunesse, innovation et avenir numérique

Justice climatique, crise environnementale et résilience caribéenne
Liberté, réparation et héritage de I'esclavage

Savoirs autochtones et écologies sacrées

Culture visuelle, mode et esthétique de la vie caribéenne
Urbanisme, architecture et politique spatiale caribéennes

Médias, mémoire et archives dans la vie caribéenne contemporaine
Activisme, résistance et gouvernance transformatrice

Reégles de soumission:

Nous vous invitons & soumettre

e des propositions individuelles

e des séances complétes

e des tables rondes thématiques (3 a 4 intervenants)

e des performances ou interventions artistiques

e des projections de films et présentations multimédias

Les propositions de communications et de séances complétes sont & soumettre avant le 31 décembre 2025
Les propositions de communication doivent inclure :

e Un titre de la présentation ou de la séance

e Un résumé de votre proposition de communication (250 & 300 mots)

e Le(s) nom(s), affiliation(s) et courte biographie(s) du/des présentateur(s)

e l'indication du format (communication, panel, etc.)
Les Langues:
Vos contributions peuvent étre rédigées en anglais, en espagnol ou en frangais. Des services d'interprétation seront assurés pour certaines séances
et pléniéres.
Rejoignez-nous & Kingston, en Jamaique, pour réfléchir, renouer des liens et repenser I'avenir de la recherche et de la solidarité
caribéennes.
Faisons du 50e anniversaire de la CSA une célébration du savoir, de la résistance et du rythme — un grand moment de
vibrations et d'énergies caribéennes.

Pour plus d'informations, visitez : www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.
Contact: program.chair@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

[CLIQUEZ ICI POUR SOUMETTRE UN RESUME].
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Caribbean Studies Association (CSA)
Convocatoria de propuestas
50.9 Conferencia Anual de la CSA
Kingston, Jamaica | 1-5 de junio de 2026
Tema: Vibraciones cariberas: Cultura, identidad y desarrollo en tiempos de transformacién
#CSA2026 | #CSA50 | #CSAKINGSTON | #CSAGOLD

Apertura de la convocatoria: octubre de 2025
Fecha limite de envio: 31 de diciembre de 2025
Notificaciéon de aceptacién: enero de 2026

La Asociacién de Estudios del Caribe (CSA) invita a presentar propuestas para su histérica 50 Conferencia Anual, que se
celebrard en Kingston, Jamaica, del 1 al 6 de junio de 2026. El tema:

Vibras caribefias: Cultura, identidad y desarrollo en tiempos de transformacién

Esta conferencia busca cultivar un espacio dindmico para el didlogo interdisciplinario, la colaboracién intersectorial y la
celebracién de la vitalidad e ingenio caribefios. Les invitamos a presentar propuestas que examinen criticamente los contornos
cambiantes de la identidad, la politica, la cultura y desarrollo en un mundo definido por la incertidumbre, la resistencia y la
innovacion.

CSA 2026 marca un hito - no solo para la Asociacién sino también para el pensamiento caribefio. Ahora que reflexionamos
sobre cincuenta afios de investigacion y defensa comprometidas, la conferencia de este afio invita a académicos,
investigadores, politicos, estudiantes, artistas, escritores y activistas a contribuir a intercambios significativos que honren el
pasado del Caribe, examinen su presente e imaginen futuros radicales.

Los subtemas incluyen:

e Cultura popular caribefia, dancehall, reggae y resistencia sonora
Rituales, performance e identidad caribefa

Lenguaje, narracién y las vibraciones de la oralidad caribefia
Afrofuturismo, descolonizacién e imaginarios culturales caribefos
Género, sexualidades y corporeidad caribefa

Politica de la didspora y conexiones transnacionales

Turismo, desarrollo y soberania cultural

Migracién, movilidad y pasos de fronterizos

Juventud, innovacién y futuros digitales

Justicia climéatica, crisis medioambiental y resiliencia caribefa
Libertad, reparacién y la herencia de la esclavitud

Conocimientos indigenas y ecologias sagradas

Cultura visual, moda y la estética de la vida caribefa

Urbanismo, arquitectura y politica espacial caribefias

Medios de comunicacién, memoria y archivo en la vida caribefia contempordnea
Activismo, resistencia y gobernanza transformadora

Directrices para el envio de propuestas:
Aceptamos propuestas en los siguientes formatos:

e trabajos individuales

e Paneles tematicos (3-4 ponentes)

e Performances o intervenciones artisticas

e Proyecciones cinematogréficas y presentaciones multimedia

e Todos los resimenes deben enviarse a través del portal en linea de CSA 2026

Las propuestas deben incluir:

e Titulo de la presentacién o sesién

e Resumen (250-300 palabras)

e« Nombre(s), afiliacién(es) y breve biografia(s) del/de los presentador (s)
e Indicacién del formato (trabajo individual, panel, etc.)

Idiomas de la conferencia:

Las presentaciones podrdn ser en inglés, espafiol o francés. Se ofrecerdn servicios de interpretacién para algunas sesiones
plenarias.

Unanse a nosotros en Kingston, Jamaica, para reflexionar, reconectar y reimaginar el futuro de la investigacién y la solidaridad
caribenas.

Hagamos del 50.° aniversario de la CSA una celebracién del conocimiento, la resistencia y el ritmo: un gran momento Ileno de
las vibraciones caribenas

Para mas informacién, visite: www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.
Consultas: program.chair@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

[ HAGAN CLIC AQUI PARA ENVIAR UN RESUMEN ]
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New Publications in Caribbean Studies

Prospects and Challenges for Caribbean Societies in and
Beyond COVID-19

Editors: Camille Huggins,Talia Esnard,Wendell C.
Wallace,Christine Descartes,Shelene Gomes

This book presents contributions from a multidisciplinary
team of researchers who analyzed the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and prospects for the Caribbean
region. This book examines experiences, and responses
to the pandemic in the region as well as some of the
lessons that can be leveraged on beyond the pandemic.

TRANSATLANTIC
BONDAGE

Transatlantic Bondage: Slavery and Freedom in Spain, Santo
Domingo, and Puerto Rico (SUNY Press, 2024)

Edited by Lissette Acosta Corniel

This groundbreaking volume addresses the enslavement
and experiences of Black Africans in Spain and the
Spanish Caribbean, particularly La Espafiola (or
Hispcmiolc) and Puerto Rico, two of the earliest colonies.
Spanning nearly four hundred years and rooted in
extensive archival research, Transatlantic Bondage sheds
light on a number of relatively underexamined topics in
these locales, including the development and application
of slavery laws, disobedience and its consequences,
migration, gender, family, lifestyle, and community
building among the free Black population and white
allies. In bringing together new and recent work by
leading scholars, including two essays translated into
English here for the first time, the book is also a call for
further study of slavery in the Spanish Caribbean and its
impact on the region.

DARK
LABORATORY

L\

ON COLUMBUS,
THE CARIBBEAN, AND THE
ORIGINS OF
THE CLIMATE CRISIS

TAD LEIGH GOFFE

Dark Laboratory: On Columbus, the Caribbean, and the
Oorigins of the Climate Crisis (Penguin Random House, 2025)

Tao Leigh Goffe

Through the lens of the Caribbean, both guide and
warning of the man-made disasters that continue to
plague our world, Goffe closely situates the origins of
racism and climate catastrophe within a colonial
context. And in redressing these twin apocalypses, Dark
Laboratory becomes a record of the violence that
continues to shape the Caribbean today. But it is also a
declaration of hope, offering solutions toward a better
future based on knowledge gleaned from island
ecosystems, and an impassioned, urgent testament to
the human capacity for change and renewal.


https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-0
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-1
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-2
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-2
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-3
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-55293-9#author-1-4
https://sunypress.edu/Contributors/A/Acosta-Corniel-Lissette
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The Ecopoetics of Nationhood
in the Poetry and Prose of
LASANA M. StKoU

Rhetoric of Resistance, Labor of Love: The Ecopoetics of
Nationhood in the Poetry and Prose of Lasana M. Sekou
(House of Nehesi Publishers, 2025)

Dannabang Kuwabong

This work explores the powerful intersections of ecology,
culture, gothic stories, trauma of St. Martiners as
immigrants in other lands, and nationhood in the literary
work of Lasana M. Sekou—one of the Caribbean’s vital
voices.
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PURSUING SOCIAL JUSTICE
AGENDAS IN CARIBBEAN
HIGHER EDUCATION

PERSPECTIVES AKD PROSPECTS FOR SMALL
ISLAND DEVELDPING STATES

Pursuing Social Justice Agendas in Caribbean Higher
Education Perspectives and Prospects for Small Island
Developing States (Routledge, 2025)

Edited by Talia R. Esnard

This book offers a treatment of social justice and higher
education within small island developing states like the
Caribbean. This is a timely exploration of some of the
global-local, structure-actor, policy-practice debates
that connect directly to the promise and the challenges
of pursuing social justice agendas within and beyond
Caribbean institutions of higher education.

ROUTLEDGE FOCUS

Critical Issues in
Caribbean
Museums
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Critical Issues in Caribbean Museums (Routledge, 2025)
Edited by Daniela Fifi

This book helps to identify strategies within museology
that can inspire meaningful collective engagement with
these histories. In the process, it also identifies the
hurdles museums in the Caribbean face when telling
stories of ancestral oppression. Each chapter presents a
new case study, written by five museum professionals
and scholars fundamentally shaping conversations on
cultural heritage spaces within the Caribbean and the
diaspora of Caribbean nations. Using their observations
this book coalesces an understanding of the specific
limitations Caribbean cultural heritage spaces face and
deploys new strategies for maximising their
engagement potential.

10


https://sunypress.edu/Contributors/A/Acosta-Corniel-Lissette

Routledge Handbook of Caribbean Studies (2025)
Edited by Patricia Noxolo, Kevon Rhiney, Ronald Cummings

Bringing together new and established voices on the
Anglophone, Francophone, Spanish-speaking and Dutch-
speaking Caribbean, the handbook explores the cultural and
historical shapes and reach of the region, as well as the
environmental, climatic and (geo)political challenges that it
faces in the 21st century. Each of its four parts — Environment,
(Geo)politics, History and Culture — explores the region’s
conceptual and material entanglements and
disentanglements, its transnational and transregional
connections and disconnections, and its historical wakes and
posts.

A Sense of Arrival (Duke University Press, 2025)
Kevin Adonis Browne

In A Sense of Arrival, Kevin Adonis Browne blends literary,
visual, and material forms to present a narrative of Caribbean
blackness. Arguing that the story of Caribbeanness cannot be
told through words alone, Browne interweaves essays, memoir,
autotheory, and narrative verse with documentary
photography, portraiture, Rorschach blots, and images of his
own sculptures and art installations. Browne labels this
multimodal approach and rhetorical form “Caribbean
nonfiction,” and he uses it to conceptualize arrival as a theory
of being.

After Caliban: Caribbean Art in a Global Imaginary
Erica Moiah James

In After Caliban, Erica Moiah James examines the rise of global
Caribbean artists in the 1990s and their production of a
decolonized art history for the Caribbean. She draws on Aimé
Césaire’'s rewriting of Shakespeare’s The Tempest, in which
Caliban becomes the sole author of his own story, dissolving
his fixed position as colonized in relation to Prospero as

A&ef C&llb&n colonizer. James shows how visual artists such as Marc
[ Latamie, Janine Antoni, Belkis Ayén, Edouard Duval-Carrié, and

s

A Christopher Cozier followed Césaire’s model by employing a
range of practices and methodologies that refused
marginalization. Just as Césaire decolonized The Tempest, so
too did these artists, who crafted a decolonial aesthetic that
redefined their own cultural and historical narratives and

positioned art as a key pathway toward a postcolonial future.
By providing the foundation for a postcolonial, post-Caliban
art world, these artists redefined the critical and popular
notion of contemporary Caribbean art. At the same time,
James argues, they fulfilled Césaire’s dream for a postcolonial
Caribbean while creating a nonhegemonic art historical
practice that exists beyond modern binaries and borders




An Interview with Erica Moiah James, After Caliban

Erica Moiah James is an art historian, curator and Associate Professor at The
University of Miami. Before arriving in Miami, she was the founding director and
chief curator of the National Gallery of The Bahamas and an Assistant Professor of
Art History and African American Studies at Yale University. Her research centers on
indigenous, modern, and contemporary art of the Caribbean, Americas, and the
African Diaspora. James has been awarded several grants and fellowships in
support of her work including the Warhol Foundation/Creative Time Art Writing Prize,
and grants from the Terra and Mellon Foundations for The Geoffrey Holder Project.
Most recently, she curated the exhibitions Didier William: nou kite tout sa déyé; Nari
Ward: Home of the Brave and LaVaughn Belle: Of Being, Myth and Memory. She is a
senior research associate at VIAD, University of Johannesburg and a former Clark-
Oakley Fellow. Her current book is entitled After Caliban: Caribbean Art in a Global
Imaginary (DUP 2025).

MRS & GJL: What criteria did you use to select the particular artists featured — Marc
Latamie, Janine Antoni, Belkis Ayén, Edouard Duval-Carrié, Christopher Cozier, and
Maurizio Cattelan — given the vast range of Caribbean art practices?

EMJ: | name a bunch of folks of this newer generation in the introduction—a lot of
people, artists who | also could have written on, and have written on. | have a really
good relationship with Ricardo Brey, a Cuban artist who lives in Brussels. He was one
of the leaders of Volumen Uno, the big Cuban Art Movement that started the Cuban
modernist movement with Juan Francisco Elso. | have written on three of those
artists in that group: Rubén Torres Llorca, who lives here in Miami, Ricardo Brey and
Juan Francisco Elso. | feel like | could write a chapter on each of them in the same
mode as this. But Belkis Ayén was the Cuban artist | wanted to focus on, for so many
reasons. Our birthdays are a day apart. | felt—when | went to New York to visit her
collectors, | was sitting at the dining room table, and they were like, “Oh my god,
you remind me so much of her. She was sitting right there.” I'm like, ooh, this is
eerie. But also, once again, what she was trying to do with the work—how her work
spoke to the story of the work with the Abakud, what that said about the context, the
social history that it engaged, and what she was trying to do with the work.

And Chris Cozier—I had a special relationship with him that | developed at the
National Art Gallery of the Bahamas. | talk about it at the end because that's a true
story. | talk about it at the end because that's a true story.l made it really personal
because he literally was someone | wanted to—if you're responsible for cultivating a
discourse in a post-colonial space, | wanted Bahamian artists to connect regionally
and globally. | thought he would be an amazing person to start that conversation
and cultivate a critical eye.

| wanted to bookend the book with Césaire for theorization and form, and with Chris.
Because in many ways, he becomes a kind of —Césaire was at every major meeting,
every event, having to do with a Pan-Caribbean or African diasporic dimension. If
you think about Présence Africaine in Paris, he was in Paris. If you think about the
meetings in Havana, he's in Havana. If you think about CARIFESTA, he's in CARIFESTA.
He didn't miss anything.
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The same is true with Chris in terms of art. He's either behind the scenes in terms of
formation of all the major Caribbean art shows that have been developed in the
last few years. And he also, for me as an art historian, woke me up with that 1994
essay he wrote for the Massachusetts Review (”Seorching for a Way Out,” Vol. 35,
No. 3/4, Autumn 1994)—he downplays it now, but it was important to me. It really
woke me up to something that set me on this path. It gave me questions, and as
long as | have a question, I'm going to keep going. For me, he is a similar kind of
figure, specifically in the arts, someone who's cultivated this conversation on
Caribbean contemporary art, but also—even though he wouldn't say it—what | call
the Global Caribbean. That phrase, “the Global Caribbean,” started with Edouard
and |, in the show we did in 2009 here in Miami. | had just finished my dissertation,
in which | introduced the concept (the Global Caribbean) because | wanted it to
enter the lexicon. This is how | think about the Caribbean—as not just a geographic
space, but a thinking space, a place of possibility, all sorts of things that don't
necessarily have to be grounded in that. For some reason, no matter where
Caribbean artists are, they're still doing Caribbean work. They keep that place with
them, they can be in Sweden and they're still doing work on the Caribbean. | wanted
us to think about that and about ways we can bridge some of the antagonism
between working outside the Caribbean and working in it—all of these things that
were dividing in that way.

José Lezama Lima has also been important to me in my work. He was writing about
a 19th-century poet from Cuba who had been dismissed; people were like, "Ah, he's
trying to be too European. He's not Cuban enough, he's not Caribbean enough.”
Lezama Lima was defending him, in this beautiful essay he wrote, and | may
interpret this differently from a literary person, but he says this, and this is an
excerpt that | use in talks:

If we speak of criticism as creation, not production, then poetry adheres to the
theory of knowledge.. In the Caribbean, we must look for another approach. Finding
creation, finding pain in everything. One culture, assimilated or unassimilated by
another, is not comfort. Indeed, no one has given it away as gift. Instead, it is a
painful act, one that is both creative and created.” (“Julian del Casal,” Small Axe,
Vol. 23, No. 3, November 2019).

That idea of criticism as creation—for me, art is critical. It feeds itself. That’'s where
the decolonial ethos, energy—whatever you want to call it—comes in. | think every
work of art that a Caribbean person creates, every book that someone writes that's
grounded in our culture, in this history, that affirms it as valuable, as epic, as
monumental, as a source, is doing that work. It's creating something that counters
the colonial narrative. Yes, it might be painful, but our criticism comes from what
we create as scholars, as producers of knowledge, and from what you are as artists.

In every artist that | chose, you see this desire to critique, to speak back to the
Caribbean, to say that we aren’'t doing what we need to do, to say that we've
forgotten. But also to say, this is how we can work. This is what we can do. This is
what we can dream. This is what we can architect.
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MRS & GJL: What do you hope readers and interviewers will take away from After
Caliban — not just about Caribbean art, but perhaps the critical impulses that we
use to read Caribbean art? about a critical impulse to unify aesthetics?

EMJ: If there was something in my discipline that didn't accommodate me and my
interests, there was something wrong with the discipline. This book is really a
demand for my discipline to open up. There are a lot of people on board, but a lot of
people are holding that line, and we need to move beyond. The discipline's
organization is a complete discursive formation, and we need to understand when
it's time for things to shift and move to remain relevant.

Brathwaite taught me to rethink and rewrite. | wanted to rewrite the ending of After
Caliban. | had so many thoughts; | wish | could say more, or | wanted it to end
differently. | was very fortunate as a graduate student to hear Brathwaite speak
three or four times, very intimately. At the same time | was reading "Caribbean Man,
Space and Time,”" and | realized there were six versions. | found that interesting. He
modeled organic thinking. He gave himself permission to think and rethink. Our work
really is a thinking process. We need to give ourselves permission to change our
minds. We need to give ourselves permission to become more informed so that
when we write something, that may not be the end. We're involved in the life of the
mind, and that mind changes. It expands. | hope the book offers people still trying
to do this academic thing, with all of its pressures, the space to give ourselves
permission to rethink things, to change our minds, and to own it.

| want to continue rethinking After Caliban. Thinking isn't finite. It's like language in
the Caribbean—it's constantly alive.

Also, as a person who worked in the public and in the academy, | want the bridge
between the academy and public to be shorter. | want academics in the public
sphere. We should write for the public. When we curate and get to speak directly
with the public, we need to stop thinking we need to sound intelligent. We can speak
very complicated ideas and find a language to give those ideas to the public. That's
why | changed my language at the end. | did so to bring it down home. My thinking
is grounded in something that's quite real and not just out there.
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Grants, Scholarships, Calls for Papers

Upcoming Conferences Call for Papers

e Latin American & Caribbean e Anthurium Issue
Digital Humanities e The Plantationocene: On
Symposium Histories and Narratives of

e University of Havana 60 the Plantation
Years of the Tricontinental e Hemispheric Confluences:
Conference: Context, Impact, Translation Across the
Legacy, and Future Americas

e 49th Annual Conference of e “The lLiterature of Climate
the Society for Caribbean Displacement,” Public
Studies Humanities

e The 50th Annual Caribbean
Studies Association (CSA)
Conference

Upcoming Exhibitions Festa Litéraria das Periferias (FLUP), 2025

Call for Prizes

ey [ Q)

THE 2026 OCM
BOCAS PRIZE
EJCARIBBEAN

LITERATURE

MONSIGNOR WILLIAM BARRY LIBRARY

11300 NE 2ND AVE, MIAMI, FL. 33161 l p
NOVEMBER 20rH, 2025 - APRIL 17, 2026 s n El l I u l !
ON: b ER 2 5 FRO Fom

OPENING EPTION:

Poetry - Fiction - Literary Nonfiction

Wisit www.bocashitfest.com for quidelines and deadiines F0CMBocxsPrire226

15



https://www.bocaslitfest.com/awards/ocm/
https://www.museolasamericas.org/axis-mundi/
https://lasaweb.org/uploads/uofhavana60years.pdf
https://lasaweb.org/uploads/uofhavana60years.pdf
https://lasaweb.org/uploads/uofhavana60years.pdf
https://lasaweb.org/uploads/uofhavana60years.pdf
https://community-languages.org.uk/scs/annual-scs-conference/11th-annual-postgraduate-conference/call-for-papers-49th-annual-conference-of-the-society-for-caribbean-studies/
https://community-languages.org.uk/scs/annual-scs-conference/11th-annual-postgraduate-conference/call-for-papers-49th-annual-conference-of-the-society-for-caribbean-studies/
https://community-languages.org.uk/scs/annual-scs-conference/11th-annual-postgraduate-conference/call-for-papers-49th-annual-conference-of-the-society-for-caribbean-studies/
https://www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/annual-conference-2026/
https://www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/annual-conference-2026/
https://www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/annual-conference-2026/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqM7XIH94ERUl93d8YhElMK54lfxOWOLVMdEdvLShdAIFtXQ/viewform
https://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/cfp/2025/06/14/the-plantationocene-on-histories-and-narratives-of-the-plantation
https://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/cfp/2025/06/14/the-plantationocene-on-histories-and-narratives-of-the-plantation
https://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/cfp/2025/06/14/the-plantationocene-on-histories-and-narratives-of-the-plantation
https://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/cfp/2025/06/14/the-plantationocene-on-histories-and-narratives-of-the-plantation
https://www.fau.edu/artsandletters/comparativestudies/news/hemispheric_confluences/
https://www.fau.edu/artsandletters/comparativestudies/news/hemispheric_confluences/
https://www.fau.edu/artsandletters/comparativestudies/news/hemispheric_confluences/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/announcements/call-for-papers/the-literature-of-climate-displacement?w
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/announcements/call-for-papers/the-literature-of-climate-displacement?w
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/announcements/call-for-papers/the-literature-of-climate-displacement?w
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/public-humanities/announcements/call-for-papers/the-literature-of-climate-displacement?w
https://www.vempraflup.com.br/flup-2025

CSA Organization Announcements
CSA MOVEMENTS

Dr. Meagan Sylvester's long-standing Tenure as CSA Newsletter Editor ended in June 2025.
Under her stewardship, Dr. Sylvester invested significant time and effort in managing and
producing the CSA Newsletter monthly. CSA is grateful for all the work and time invested in our
Newsletter over these many years. We congratulate Dr. Sylvester on completing her PhD in May
2025 and wish her a productive and rewarding academic career as she moves forward, even as
we look forward to Dr. Sylvester’s continued relationship with CSA.

Professor Dwaine Plaza resigned as CSA Treasurer in August 2025. We salute Professor Plaza’s
stewardship over CSA’s resources for more than 15 years and his selfless support of our CSA
activities. As we move through this transition to finalize a new CSA Treasurer, Professor Plaza
has continued his support of our CSA activities. We are truly grateful for his steadfast and
unswerving guidance and support, and look forward to an unbroken and mutually rewarding
relationship with Professor Plaza.

Dr. Mala Jokhan resigned from the CSA Secretariat in August 2025. We are using this medium
to express our gratitude to Dr. Johkan for the many years spent working tirelessly in the CSA
Secretariat and providing sage and cogent support to various CSA Presidents and Executive
Councils, as well as her responsiveness to our CSA Members and external stakeholders. We wish
Dr. Jokhan continued success in all her endeavours and look forward to her continued
participation in our CSA activities.

Dr. Rhoda Arrindell resigned as CSA Immediate Past President on October 15, 2025. We
recognize and salute her effervescent stewardship over CSA during the 2024-25 presidential
year, as well as her planning, management, and execution of our memorable CSA 2025
Conference in St. Martin. We look forward to seeing Dr. Arrindell at our future CSA events and
conferences.

Dr. Nickesha Dawkins resigned as Program Co-Chair due to health issues in November 2025.
Her contribution to the preparation of our CFP and early program draft, as well as her work with
our Eventsforce Management Program, is truly commendable. We wish Dr. Dawkins renewed
health as she continues on this journey, and we look forward to her ongoing contribution to
CSA.

INCOMING

Mr. Michael Soriano and Miss Gabrielle Jean-Louis, both PhD candidates at the University of
Miami, joined the CSA team as Co-Editors of our Newsletter in August 2025. We welcome them
to CSA and are excited for the inspiration and creative updates that they will bring to the team.

Ms. Tanya Francis, who has been acting as the General Secretary in the CSA Secretariat since
September 2025, has been officially ratified in this post by our CSA Executive Council (“EC"). We
are grateful for her highly professional and very efficient work to date and look forward to her
continued support of the EC, Conference activities, and the wider CSA body in this key role in
the CSA Secretariat.

Ms. Caroline DesVallons joins the CSA as our incoming Treasurer effective November 25, 2025.
Since July 2025, Ms. Desvallons has been working closely with our President and Vice President,
and consulting with our outgoing Treasurer and Secretary to rationalize CSA’s Fiscal Health and
ensure accountability. In her role as CSA Treasurer, Ms. Desvallons will work with the Executive
Council, particularly the President, Vice President, and Secretariat, to streamline CSA’s
accounting systems, update CSA’s day-to-day accounting practices, and establish best
practices for CSA’s fiscal health going forward. We thank Ms. Desvallons for her yeoman service
to date and welcome her to our CSA Team as we look forward to her support as we move CSA
forward.

16



