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Patricia J. Saunders 
9045 SW 203 Terrace, Miami, FL 33189 

(m) 305-898-6358

EDUCATION 

Ph.D.   University of Pittsburgh  May 1999 
English Literature 

M.A. University of Pittsburgh  August 1992 
English Literature 

B.S. University of Maryland  August 1991 
Agriculture (Plant/Soil Science) 

EXPERIENCE 

Full Professor.  English Department, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 
(June 2023 - Present) 

Director of Graduate Studies in English, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida               
(June 2020 -Present)

Associate Professor.  English Department, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 
(August 2009-2023) 

Assistant Professor.  English Department, University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 
(August 2003-2009) 

Assistant Professor.  English Department, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine 
(August 1999 - July 2003). 

Teaching Fellow.  English Department, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. (Fall 1997). 

Visiting Tutor. Department of Liberal Arts, The University of the West Indies, Trinidad (Spring 
1997-98). 

Teaching Fellow.  English Department, Tufts University, Medford, MA (Summer, 1996) 

Teaching Fellow.  English Department, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA (1993-1995). 

Honors and Awards: 

Every Fiber of Her Being: The Work of Representing Women in Contemporary Black 
Portraiture/Fiber Arts.  Grant Support from the Center for Global Black Studies to travel to 
Canada and Los Angeles to interview two fiber artist, April Bey and Gio Swaby. 

University of Miami, DEI Mini Grant Award.  Graduate Students and Faculty of Color 
Recruitment and Retention. Supported an initiative to bring graduate students of color to 
campus (as a cluster) to attend a one-day open house and other campus events. ($3,700) 

2023 OCM Bocas Non-Fiction Literature Prize Short List. 
Buyers Beware: Insurgency and Consumption in Caribbean Popular Culture (Rutgers 
University Press, May 13, 2023).  



December 2024                                                                                                Saunders                 2 

Center for the Humanities Research Fellowship: Buyers Beware: Insurgency and 
Consumption in Caribbean Popular Culture. University of Miami Center for the Humanities, 
2019-2020 (Deferred until 2020-2021). 
 

Pilot Program for Associate Professors in Book Fields Grant Recipient: Buyers Beware: 
Epistemologies of Consumption in Caribbean Popular Culture.  University of Miami, Office of 

the Provost, Fall 2013. 
 
Max Orovitz Award in the Arts and Humanities: Buyers Beware, Cultural Content Not 
Guaranteed: Epistemologies of Consumption in Caribbean Popular Culture, University of 
Miami, Summer 2010. 
 
Max Orovitz Award in the Arts and Humanities: As Far as the I/Eye Can See: Imagining 
Contemporary Caribbean Art and Culture, University of Miami, Summer 2008. 
 
 
Digital Library Fellowship Award: Visual Art and Culture in the Caribbean Region, University 
of Miami Libraries, University of Miami, Coral Gables (2008-2009). 
 
General Research Support Award: When East Asia Meets the West Indies: Jamaica, Japan and 
the Dancehall Culture Connection, University of Miami (2007-2008). 
 
Max Orovitz Award in the Arts and Humanities: Alien/Nation and Repatri(n)ation: 
Caribbean Literature and the Task of Translating Identity, University of Miami, Summer 2006.  
             

General Research Support Award: Fusion and Con/Fusion: Gender, Sexuality and 

Consumerism in Jamaican Popular Culture, University of Miami (2005-2006). 

  
Max Orovitz Award in the Arts and Humanities, University of Miami, Summer 2004. 
 
Porter Fellowship. Bowdoin College, Brunswick, ME (2001-2002) Funded a one year research 
sabbatical to continue research at the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad. 
 
Andrew Mellon Predoctoral Fellowship.   University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh (1998-1999). 
  
Institutional Grants and Awards: 
 
PEN AMERICA Grant: Supported two events at the University of Miami. First, a public 
lecture, “Flesh Like One’s Own:” Benign Denials of Legitimate Complaint by Prof. Kaiama 
Glover, Department of French, Columbia University. Second, a graduate seminar discussion 
(which was also opened to graduate students in other departments) of Glover’s translation of 
René Depestre’s Hadrianna in all My Dreams and translation as a critical intervention. 
(March 5-6, 2018), Amount: $3,000. 

 
PEN AMERICA Grant:  Miami Performs A Living Memorial to the Victims of the Zong 
Massacre. Public Performance of poems from M. NourbeSe Philip’s Zong! at Virginia Key  
Beach during the 37th West Indian Literature Conference hosted by the University of Miami. 
Amount: $3,000, (October 6, 2018). 
 

Curriculum Consultant, Project Include: Inclusive, Collaborative Leaders for a Diverse 

Society. U.S. Dept. of Education, Special Education Programs Office, Undergraduate 

Restructuring Grant. Primary Investigator: Elizabeth Harry, University of Miami, Department of 

Teaching & Learning. 

Amount: $1,437,000, (January 2010 – December 2013). 
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Small Axe and Bates College (Ford Foundation Grant) 
Co-Primary Investigators: Patricia J. Saunders and Sandra Pouchet Paquet 
Amount: $95,420.00, (January 2007 – July 2008). 
 
This grant funded a two-day symposium and one-week seminar entitled Archaeologies of Black 
Memory.  Symposium participants included Brent Edwards, Saidiya Hartman, Robert Hill, 
Michael Hanchard, Verene Shepherd, Gordon Rohlehr, David Scott and M. NourbeSe Philip and 
focused on the critical function of the archive in producing knowledge about African Diaspora 
subjectivity and identity. 
 
Reaffirming Action: Designs for Diversity in Higher Education Grant. The Ford 
Foundation and the Institute for Women’s Leadership, Rutgers University 
Co-Primary Investigator: Patricia J. Saunders and Sandra Pouchet Paquet 
Amount: $12,000 (April 2004 – September 2005). 
 
Ford Foundation funded grant awarded to Caribbean Literary Studies to study the success of the 
Caribbean Summer Writer’s Institute in increasing racial diversity in institutions of higher 
learning.  The findings will be published along with those of four other U.S. academic institutions 
who are also involved in projects aimed at increasing race and gender diversity in higher 
education. 
 
Ford Foundation, Emerging Voices, New Directions Grant, Bowdoin College 
Principal Investigator:  Patricia Saunders 
Amount: $42,000, (April 2002 – May 2003). 
 
Funded the coordination of a one-year lecture series, workshops, and readings groups focusing on 
Caribbean Culture and Globalization at Bowdoin College and later, at the University of Miami.  
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Books: 
 
Buyers Beware: Insurgency and Consumption in Caribbean Popular Culture (Rutgers University 
Press, May 13, 2022). Short listed for the 2023 OCM Bocas Non-Fiction Literature Prize. 
 
Alien-Nation and Repatriation: Translating Identity in Caribbean Literature.  Lexington Books; 
Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2007. 
 
  
Edited Collections: 
 
Co-Edited with Sandra Paquet and Stephen Stuempfle.   Music Memory, Resistance: Calypso 
and the Caribbean Literary Imagination. Kingston, Jamaica: Ian Randle Publishers, 2007. 
 
 
Works in Progress: 
 
“Dangerously Refreshing: The Un-Finished Business of Geoffrey Holder’s 7-Up “Un-cola” 
Commercials.”  Mellon Supported collection of essays on choreographer, actor, dancer, director 
and art collector, Geoffrey Holder.  
 

“Must They Die to be Visible?” Ebony Patterson’s Three Kings Weep (2018) and the American 
Autoclap of 2020.” 
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Refereed Journal Articles: 

 
“Caribbean Literary Studies in Transition: Anthologies and the Emergence of a Discipline” 
Journal of West Indian Literature (Vol 31, No. 1, November, 2022) 
 

“Church Inna Session: Mapping Secular/Sexual Cartographies in the Works of Leasho Johnson,” 

Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism (Special Issue: Queer Caribbean Visualities, Fall 

2017): 86-99.  
 

“Gardening in the Garrisons, You Never Know What You’ll Find: (Un)Visibility in the Works of 

Ebony G. Patterson,” Feminist Studies, Special Issue on Everyday Militarism (Volume 42, 

Number 1, Spring 2016): 98-137. 

 

“Journal Work and the “Public Good”: Undocumented Academic Labor in Emerging Fields,” 

Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism (Special Issue – 20th Anniversary/Issue #50: Vol. 

20, No. 2, July 2016): 58-75. 
 

“Woman Overboard: The Perils of Sailing the Black Atlantic, Deportation with Prejudice,” Small 

Axe: A Journal of Caribbean Criticism, Vol. 13, Number 1 (March, 2009): 203-215. 

 

“Those Who Insist on Be(come)ing: Caribbean Subjects and the Task of Translating Identity.”  

Shibboleths: A Journal of Comparative Theory 1.3 (2007): 175-189. 

 

“In Case of Emergency, Deploy Ethnicity and Class as Floatation Devices:  Shani Mootoo’s He 

Drown She in the Sea.  Journal of West Indian Literature, Special Issue on Caribbean Canadian 

Writing: Vol. 14, Nos. 1& 2, (November 2005): 57-66. 

 
“‘Is Not Everything Good to Eat, Good to Talk:’ Sexual Economies and Dancehall Music in the 
Global Marketplace.”  Small Axe: A Journal of Criticism Vol. 13, (March 2003): 95-115. 
 
“‘Well Gyal, Like We Nearly Reach:’ The Project of Becoming for Marlene Nourbese Philips 
and Erna Brodber.”  Bucknell Review (Special Issue: “Caribbean Cultural Identities”), Vol. 44, 
No. 2, (Fall, 2000): 132-158.  
 
Book Chapters: 
 
Introduction: “Mapping the Roots/Routes of Calypso in Caribbean Literary and Cultural 
Traditions,” in Music Memory, Resistance: Calypso and the Caribbean Literary Imagination.  
Kingston: Ian Randle Publishers (September, 2007): xv-xlii. 
 
Introduction: “Mapping the Roots/Routes of Calypso in Caribbean Literary and Cultural 
Traditions,” in Music Memory, Resistance: Calypso and the Caribbean Literary Imagination.  
Kingston: Ian Randle Publishers (September, 2007): xv-xlii. 
 
Reprint. “Gender and Genre: The Logic of Language and the Logistics of Identity,” in Beyond 
Borders: Cross Culturalism and the Caribbean Canon (University of the West Indies Press, 2009): 
34-58. 
 
“Designs for Diversity: The University of Miami’s Caribbean Summer Writer’s Institute and 
Caribbean Literary Studies” in Doing Diversity Work in Higher Education. (Rutgers University 
Press, 2009): 34-58. 
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“Buyers Beware, ‘Hoodwinking’ on the Rise: Epistemologies of Consumption in Terry 
McMillan’s Caribbean,” in Sex and the Citizen: Interrogating the Circum/Caribbean, (University 
of Virginia Press 2011): 21-36. 
 

What is the “Popular” in Caribbean Popular Culture: Notes Towards a Response.”  The Routledge 
Companion to Anglophone Caribbean Literature, (London: Routledge, 2011): 534-543. 

 

Other Scholarly Publications: 
 
“What DEI Means in Black Diaspora Digital Humanities: Reflections on Digital Equity, 
Inclusion, and Knowledge Production 20 Years Later.” Anthurium, 19(1): 1, 2023, 1–7. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.33596/anth.506 
 
“One Last Lavway for Gordon Rohlehr.” Anthurium, 19(1): 6, 2023, 1–4. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.33596/anth.503 
 
“Shifting Grounds: Black Diaspora Art and Imperial Iconography,” Inter|Sectionality: Diaspora 
Art from the Creole City (Exhibition catalogue).  Diaspora Vibe Cultural Arts Incubator, Inc. and 
George Washington University, Corcoran School of the Arts and Design (November 14, 2019 – 
March 20, 2020): 146-150. 
 

 “Lost in Translation? Gender, Power and Taste in Dany Laferrière’s Le goût des jeunes filles.” 
Contemporary French and Francophone Studies, Vol. 19, No. 3, (April, 2015): 1-12. 
 
“Intellectual (Dis)formations: Notes from the Borders of the Third Wave.”  Intellectual 
Formations: Locating a Critical Caribbean Tradition in Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal 
(Volume 10: Issue 2, Fall 2013): Article 16. 
 
“Five People Are Asked to Decode Blue Curry’s Ambiguous Sculptures,” ed. Claire Breukel, in 
Hyperallergic: Sensitive to Art & its Discontents (http://hyperallergic.com/41151/decoding-blue-
curry/) November 23, 2011). 
 
“Fugitive Dreams of Diaspora: Conversations with Saidiya Hartman.” Anthurium: A Caribbean 
Studies Journal (Special Issue: Archaeologies of Black Memory), Volume 6, Issue 1, (Spring 
2008). 
 
“Defending the Dead, Confronting the Archive: An Interview with M. NourbeSe Philip.” Small 
Axe: A Journal of Caribbean Criticism, Vol. 26, (June 2008): 63-79. 
 
Editorial Responsibilities: 
 

Senior Co-Editor. Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal (June 2010 – Present) 

 

Associate Senior Editor. Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal (December 2008-April 2010) 

 

Member. Editorial Collective, Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism (2007- 2012) 

 

Associate Editor.  Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal. 5.1 (August 2007) 

 

Associate Editor.  Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal. Special Issue on Earl Lovelace.  
Guest Editor, Funso Aiyejina. 4.2 (December 2006) 

 

Associate Editor.  Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal. 4.1 (June 2006). 

https://doi.org/10.33596/anth.506
https://doi.org/10.33596/anth.503
http://hyperallergic.com/41151/decoding-blue-curry/
http://hyperallergic.com/41151/decoding-blue-curry/
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TEACHING 

 

University of Miami  
          
Undergraduate:   
 
Noir Fiction in the “Tropics” 
Black Women Writing Diaspora  
Caribbean Women’s Literature  
What Moves You: Black Diaspora Literature & Visual Cultures 
Black Film Matters: Cinema and Social Justice in the U.S. 
Re-Imagining Haiti: From Revolution to Reconstruction 
Introduction to Contemporary Caribbean Literature    
 
Graduate Seminars:   

 
Caribbean Popular Culture  
Studies in Race and Diasporic Literature 
Critical Approaches in Caribbean Cultural Studies 
As Far as the Eye/I Can See: Caribbean Visual Cultures 
Routes & Roots: Caribbean Writers and the Practice of Diaspora 
Mind the Gap: Narrative Traditions in Caribbean Literature Visual Culture 

New and Used Genres in Scholarly Publishing: Other Academic Writing in "Emerging Fields" 

Readings in Contemporary Caribbean Studies: Representation, Performance & Visual Culture 

                       

Invited Lectures/Presentations (Selected): 

 

Diaspora Vibes Arts Incubator Space Presents – Caribbean Tea.  “We Always Knew We Were 

Fly: Race, Representation, and the Politics of Presence in Black Diaspora Visual Cultures.”  

Books and Books, Coral Gables (July 21, 2024). 
 
Panel Discussion: “Literary Waves: Cuba, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Haiti.” Miami International 
Book Fair, Miami Dade College, Saturday, (November 18, 2023). 
 
Art Talk: “Conversation with Walshy Fire and Alicia Edwards” (producer of Walshy Fire, Pull 
Up short documentary film on sound system deejay).  Caribbean Cultural Institute, Perez Art 
Museum Miami (September 28, 2023). 

 

Conversation with Sandra Pouchet Paquet, Winner of the 2023 Bocas Henry Swanzy Award for 

Distinguished Service to Caribbean Letters, Bocas Literature Festival, Port of Spain, Trinidad 

(April 28-30, 2023). 

 

“Must They Die to be Visible? Ebony Patterson’s Three Kings Weep (2018) and the American 
Autoclap of 2020.”  Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (MOCAA), “When We See Us: 
A Century of Black Figuration in Painting,” Cape Town, South Africa (November 17-20, 2022). 
 

Buyers Beware, A Conversation about Visibility in Caribbean Popular Culture.  The Writer’s 

Centre, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago (July 31, 2022). 

 

Caribbean InTransit Arts Journal #IAMACHANGEMAKER Panel Series  

(Panel 4: Caribbean Studies Journal Publishers Panel, December 15, 2021). 

https://www.facebook.com/marielle.barrow/videos/967177790851465 

 

https://www.facebook.com/marielle.barrow/videos/967177790851465
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Art Talk (in person): “Skankin’ Sweet: Diaspora Art, Music and Movement,” Inter | Sectionality: 
Diaspora Art from the Creole City Exhibition.  Moore Building Atrium, (March 21, 2021). 
 

Guest Lecture (via Zoom): “Defending Dead Black Citizens from the Zong! Massacre to the 

Murder of George Floyd,” Post-Colonial Literature and Theory (Graduate Seminar), The 

University of the West Indies, St. Augustine (October 1, 2020). 

 

Discussant/Moderator: “The Literary Life of Social Affliction: Dialogue with Geoffrey Philp 

and Marie Ketsia Theodore Pharell, Little Haiti Cultural Center (February 28, 2020). 

 

“Conversation with Keisha Ray Witherspoon about Babylon,” Third Horizon Caribbean Film 

Festival Presents, O Cinema, North Miami Beach (April 12, 2019). 

 

“Countries and Communities for Sale: Cultural Gentrification in the Age of Globalization,” Art of 

Black Creative Conversations, The Koubek Center – Miami Dade College (June 20, 2019). 
 
Keynote Address, “Outta Order or Outta Road? Affect, Politics and Female Sexuality in 
Dancehall Performances.”  36th Annual West Indian Literature Conference, University of the 
West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad (October 4-7, 2017). 
 
“Journal Work and the “Public Good”: Undocumented Academic Labor in Emerging Fields.” 
What is Journal Work: A Conversation, hosted by Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of Criticism, 
Barnard College (September 16, 2016). 
 

Presenter: “Sounds of Vacation: Cross-Caribbean Perspectives on Music and Tourism.” 

University of California Berkeley, Department of Music (March 31-April 1, 2016)  
 

“Conversation with Leasho Johnson.” Caribbean Queer Visualities Symposium, Yale University,  

(November 14-15, 2014). http://smallaxe.net/sxvisualities/catalogues/cqv 
 
“Caribbean Contemporary Art, Refocused: Style, Fashion and the Black Body.”  Caribbean 
Crossroads of the World Exhibition – Transnational Histories Symposium, hosted by the Pérez 
Art Museum Miami (April 24-25, 2014). 
 
“Lady Saw: Performing Sexual Politics at Home and Abroad.” African & African Diaspora 

Studies Program, Boston College New Directions Lecture Series, Boston, MA (October 26, 

2011). 

 

“Buyers Beware, Epistemologies of Consumption in Terry McMillan’s Caribbean.”  What is 

Caribbean Studies? Prisms, Paradigms and Practices an International Symposium.  Hosted by the 

Initiative on Race, Gender and Globalization at Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut (April 

1-2, 2011). 

 
“The Business of Sports, Culture and Creativity in Caribbean Culture.” 8th Talks at Banz 

(Sponsored by PUMA Creative), Banz Monastery, Bad Stiffelstein, Germany (November 21-24, 

2010). 
 
“Popular Culture and Discourses of Differences.”  Breaking Sexual Silences Symposium. The 
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill, Barbados (May 31, 2010). 
 
“Archaeologies of Black Memory,” Post-Graduate Seminar Lecture (Cultural Studies 6030),  

University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad (February 22 & 24, 2010). 

http://smallaxe.net/sxvisualities/catalogues/cqv
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“Slackness Meets Culture: Interpreting Audience in Jamaican Dancehall Music,” University of 
California, Berkeley, Ethnomusicology Department: Graduate Seminar in Music and 
Methodology, December 2, 2008. 
 
 
Selected Conference Papers and Presentations 
 
West Indian Literature Conference. "Writers in Dialogue, Conversations with Kei Miller  
 and Yvonne Weekes." The University of the West Indies, Trinidad (October 2024). 
 
50th Annual Meeting of the Caribbean Studies Association. “The Soulful Sounds of Lover’s 
Rock: "A Chance to Dance Their Way Out of Their Constrictions.’” St. Lucia, West Indies,  
(June 3-7, 2024). 
 
Roundtable and Workshop: “Academic Publishing in Critical Caribbean Studies.” 41 West Indian 
Literature Conference, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica (October12-14, 2023). 
 
Round Table: "The Future of West Indian Literary Publishing." 40th Annual West Indian 
Literature Conference, University of the Bahamas, Nassau, October 13-15, 2022. 
                                                
“Must They Die to be Visible?” Ebony Patterson’s Three Kings Weep (2018), 44th Annual 

Caribbean Studies Association Conference, Santa Marta, Colombia (June 3-7, 2019). 

 

“Must They Die to be Visible?” Ebony Patterson’s Three Kings Weep (2018), Black 

Portraiture[s] V: Memory and the Archive Past. Present. Future. New York University (October 

17-19, 2019). 

 

“Sex Outta Road: Performing Power, Politics & Sexuality in Jamaica.” 43rd Annual Caribbean 

Studies Association Conference, La Havana, Cuba, (June 4-8, 2018).  
 

“Caribbean Digital Publishing: A Round Table Discussion,” 35th Annual West Indian Literature 

Conference: Archiving Caribbean Literature and Popular Culture (Montego Bay, Jamaica) 

(October 6-8, 2016). 

 
“Catching Color, or the Skin as Canvas: New Visual Economies in Caribbean Popular Culture.” 
Contemporary Caribbean Visual Culture: Artistic Vision of Global Citizenship Conference, 
University of Birmingham (England), Department of Modern Languages (June 12-13, 2014). 
 
“Fashan Ova Style: Reconstructing Race or Performing its Excess.” Capitals Without Nations 
Seminar, American Comparative Literature Association Conference, New York University 
(March 20-23, 2014). 
 
"Style Over Fashion: Body Modification and the New Jamaican Dancehall Aesthetic." The 16th 

Triennial Association of Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies, St. Lucia, West Indies 

(August 5-9, 2013). 

 
“The Uncanny Lightness of Being: Vybz Kartel and Nicki Minaj Performing Post-Blackness.” 
38th Annual Caribbean Studies Association Conference, St. Georges, Grenada (June 3-7, 2013). 
 
“Who’s on Top? The Steady Diet of Sex Power and Pleasure in Heading South.  Haiti in a 
Globalized Frame: An International Conference.  Winthrop-King Institute for Contemporary 
French and Francophone Studies, Florida State University, Tallahassee (February 14-16, 2013). 
 



December 2024                                                                                                Saunders                 9 

“Who’s on Top? Politics and Sex in Dany Laferrière’s Dining with the Dictator.”  30th Annual 
West Indian Literature Conference, The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad 
(October 13-15, 2011). 
 
“Digital Diasporas: Publishing in Caribbean Studies Journals.”  36th Annual Caribbean Studies 
Conference, Curaçao, Netherlands (May 30 – June 3, 2011). 
 
“When the Empire Bites Back: Food, Fun and Fucking for Discerning Tourists.” 29th Annual 
West Indian Literature Conference, The University of the West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica (April 
28- May 2, 2010). 
 
“On the Prospect of Combining the Aural and the Visual in 3 Canal’s Rapso Music.” 33rd Annual 
Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, San Andres, Colombia (May 26-30, 2008). 

Discussant: Coming Through the Roots of Black Hair in Jamaica. 33rd Annual Conference of the 

Caribbean Studies Association, San Andres, Colombia (May 26-30, 2008). 
 

Panelist: Roundtable Discussion on Publishing in Caribbean Studies Journals.  33rd Annual 

Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, San Andres, Colombia (May 26-30, 2008). 

Represented Anthurium: A Caribbean Studies Journal and Small Axe: A Caribbean Journal of 

Criticism. 

“Metathetic Modes of Existence: Black Female Subjectivity and the Limits of Space/Scapes.” 

Thirty-Second Annual Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, Universidade Federal da 

Bahia, Salvador da Bahia, Brazil (May 28 – June 2, 2007).   

 

“Space and Scapes as Metathetic Modes of Existence in M. Nourbese Philip’s Creative Non-

Fiction.”  Twenty-Sixth Annual West Indian Literature Conference, The College of the Bahamas, 

Nassau, The Bahamas (March 8-10, 2007). 

 

“Caution to Buyers; Grooves Not Guaranteed: Objects/Subjects in Mirror May Not Appear as 

“Straight” (Forward) as they Seem.” Twenty-Fifth Annual West Indian Literature Conference, 

The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad (March 1-4, 2006). 
“‘If I Knew You Were Coming, I'd Have Baked a Cake’: Race & Gender in Caribbean/American 
Migration Narratives.”  Caribbean Migrations: Negotiating Borders Conference, Ryerson 
University, Toronto Ontario, (July 18-22, 2005). 
 
Thesis and Dissertation Advising: 
 
Chair: Gabrielle Jean-Louis (Exams scheduled for April 2024) 
 
Chair: Jovante Anderson (Exams Completed Spring, 2023) 
 
Chair:  Jarred Flurry. Date of Completion: December 2023). 
 
Chair: Benjamin Moats (Exams Completed, ABD) 
 

Committee Member:  Ng’ang’a wa Muchiri.  “Writing on the Soil: Literature’s Influence on 

African Land Rights.” Date of completion April 2015. 
 

Chair. “Fragmented Memories: The Archival Turn in Contemporary Caribbean Literature and 

Visual Culture.” Marta Fernandez Campa, University of Miami, 2013. Winner of the Benstock 

Dissertation Prize for 2014 (awarded for the best dissertation in the English Department). 
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External Examiner.  University of the West Indies (St. Augustine, Trinidad).  “Postcolonial 

Windowlust: Popular Screen Texts, Self-Making Desire and a Caribbean Audience.”  Dissertation 

completed in March 2013. 

 

Chair.  “Caribbean Bodyscapes: The Politics of Sacred Citizenship and the Transpersonal Body.” 

Josune Urbistondo, University of Miami, 2012. Winner of the Benstock Dissertation Prize for 

2013 (awarded for the best dissertation in the English Department). 

 

Committee Member.  “Eco-womanist Endeavors: Communal Ethics, Green Politics and  

the State of Social Justice in Contemporary Women’s Literature.” Debbie-Ann Navarrete,  

University of Miami. Dissertation Completed, December 15, 2011. 

 

Chair. “(Re)Placing Nation: Postcolonial Women’s Contestations of Spatial Discourses.” 

Michelle Ramlagan, University of Miami. Dissertation Completed in May 2011. 
 
Chair.  “Modernizing Nationalism: Masculinity and the Performance of Anglophone Caribbean 

Identity.”  Nadia Johnson. Dissertation Completed, Fall, 2009. 

 

Chair.  “Nationalism and Self-Representation: Negotiating Sovereignty in Jamaican 

Cultural Landscapes.” Sheri Marie Harrison, University of Miami, 2008. Winner of the Barrett  

Dissertation Prize for best dissertation (awarded by the Center for Latin American Studies, 2009). 
 
University of Miami Committees and Leadership Positions 
 
Director: Graduate Studies in English (June 2021 – Present) 
Member: Standing Committee for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (January 2020-Present) 
Member: Provost’s Advisory Council (January 2020 – September 2022) 
Member: Graduate Studies Council (August 2020 – May 2023) 
Faculty Lead: Hemispheric Caribbean Studies (2018 – Present) 

Member:  University Research Council (2016-2018) 

Member: Research Council Executive Committee (2016-2018) 

Member: Women’s and Gender Studies Committee, (August 2015- 2018) 
Member: Undergraduate Studies Committee (November 2011- May 2012) 
Member: Graduate Admissions Committee (2009-2010 and 2013-2015) 
Member:  Faculty Senate’s Women and Minorities Committee (August 2007 – August 2008) 
Director: Caribbean Literary and Cultural Studies Program (September 2008 – May 2012) 
Member:  Executive Board, Center for Latin American Studies, (August 2003 – August 2004) 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 

Team Leader, Quality Assurance Assessment Team (Department of Literatures in English), The 

University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago (September 19-23, 2022) 

 

Member: Executive Council – Caribbean Studies Association (May 2021 – May 2023) 

 

Organizer and Host:  Literary Salon for undergraduate and MFA students with prize winning 

author, Kei Miller, to discuss his recent novel, Augustown and to discuss the writerly life with 

students. (October 3, 2018). 
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Conference Co-organizer: 37th West Indian Literature Conference, University of Miami, 

Newman Alumni Center (October 4-6, 2018). One hundred and seventy (170) conference 

participants. 

 

Organizer: Publishing Workshop for Academics led by Kimberly Guinta, Editorial Director, 

Rutgers University Press (October 5, 2018). 

 

Organizer: Writing Workshop for Creative Writers led by Kei Miller as part of the 37th West 

Indian Literature Conference (October 6, 2016).  

 

Organizer: Publishing Workshop for Creative Writers led by Johnny Temple, Publisher and 

Editor in Chief of Akashic Books (October 6, 2016).  
 
Participant: Academic Writing Workshop for Graduate Students (March 24, 2016) 
 
Organizer: PRIZM Panels, Conversation with Kobena Mercer on his forthcoming book, Travel & 

See: Black Diaspora Art Practice Since the 1980s. PRIZM Art Fair: Art Basel, Miami (2015). 
 
Organizer: Prisoners of the Sun: A Conversation with Hew Locke and Kobena Mercer. 
In partnership with the Miami art Museum - College of Arts and Sciences Gallery, University of 
Miami, (March 2, 2013). 
 
Organizer and Conference Co-Chair: 31st West Indian Literature Conference. “Imagined 
Nations, 50 Years Later: Reflections on Independence and Federation in the Caribbean.” 
Newman Alumni Center, University of Miami (October 11-13, 2012). 
 
Organizer: The Global Caribbean Symposium: Interrogating the Politics of Location in 
Literature and Culture.  University of Miami and The Little Haiti Cultural Center (March 4-6, 
2010). 
 

Presenter: Grant Writing Workshop for Graduate Students (March 19, 2008) 

 

Organizer: Continuing Dialogues with the Digital Diaspora.  “As Far as the Eye/I Can See: A 

Visual Arts Website Featuring Caribbean Diaspora Artists,” Launch of the Website, CAS 

Gallery, University of Miami, (October 13, 2008). 

 
EDITORIAL SERVICE 
 
Manuscript Reviewer.  Duke University Press, 2016-2018. 
Manuscript Reviewer: University of Virginia Press, 2011-2014. 
Caribbean Studies Association - Member of the Executive Council (May 2008 – May 2010) 
Manuscript Reviewer:  Small Axe: A Caribbean Platform for Criticism (2003-2006) 
Manuscript Reviewer:  Gender and History, 2002. 
Manuscript Reviewer:  Duke University Press, 2000. 
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Judge: First Citizens National Poetry Slam, Trinidad and Tobago (August 12-18, 2022) 
https://www.facebook.com/FCNPS/videos/787857525577435. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FCNPS/videos/787857525577435
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Moderator/Discussant: Miami International Book Fair, “In Conversation: On Antiman: A 
Hybrid Memoir (Rajiv Mohabir) & Things I Have Withheld (Kei Miller).  Miami Dade College, 

November 21, 2021. 

 

Moderator/Discussant: Things I Have Withheld: An Evening with Kei Miller and Patricia 

Saunders. Hosted by Books and Books at the Coral Gables Museum, (September 23, 2021). 
 

Moderator: Post-screening conversation with filmmaker Kareem Mortimer for a special 

fundraising screening of the film "Cargo" at the Bill Cosford Cinema for people affected by 

Hurricane Dorian in the Bahamas (Wednesday, November 20, 2019). 
 

Discussant: “Conversation with Keisha Ray Witherspoon about Babylon,” Third Horizon 

Caribbean Film Festival Presents, O Cinema, North Miami Beach (April 12, 2019). 
 
Moderator: Discussion of “You’ll See” exhibition with artist, Rodell Warner and curator, Chris 
Cozier.  Third Horizon Film Festival, (September 28, 2018). 
 
Moderator: Discussion of “Playing the Fields 2” exhibition with artist, Leasho Johnson and 
curator, Chris Cozier. Third Horizons Film Festival, (September 29, 2017). 
 
 
Professional and Honorary Organizations: 
 
Caribbean Studies Association (Executive Council member 2021-2022) 
West Indian Association of Commonwealth Literatures & Language Studies (Vice-Chair, 2011) 
Association of Caribbean Women Writers and Scholars (member) 
Caribbean Studies Association (Member 2003 – Present; Executive Council Member, 2009-2010) 
West Indian Literature Association (Member 2003 – Present) 
 




