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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
CSA Journal

In an effort to respond to the call of the CSA membership which
was voted unanimously at our last Annual Business Meeting,
the Executive Council has taken up the mantle to create a (SA
Journal for the creation of a CSA Journal. The CSA Journal com-
mittee is headed by President Tavis Jules and Board Member
and CSA Newsletter Editor Meagan Sylvester. The search for
committee membership has been filled by Andrea Baldwin,
Natasha Mortley, Antonio Carmona Baez, Raymond
Laureano, Keisha Wiel, and Chenzira Kahina, who an-
swered the call to serve. Meagan Sylvester
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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR cont'd

Food security during the COVID 19 pandemic

Over the last three months, the Spanish language sub-editors have been placing focus on the topic
at caption. In this series, a focus has been placed on the powerful agro-ecological response emerg-
ing around the pandemic. Through the words of the contributors, “....at that point of the epidemi-
ological emergency and the evolving economic crisis, it was already impossible not to notice the
ways in which local agro-food producers and food activists in the Caribbean were responding to
food insecurity. From that moment on, agroecological initiatives have been key to understanding
that food security is not only about accessibility to food, but to food that is healthy and that is safe
to procure.” Make sure to read more in their segment.

Black Lives Matter movement and the Caribbean Scholar Student
Our graduate Student Representative Keisha Wiel writes in this issue that
..." As people from the Caribbean have migrated to the United States for
decades, our position within the movement is a particularly interesting
one. We have seen activists with Caribbean backgrounds come to the fore-
front and lead movements. People like Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael
(later known as Kwame Ture), Shirley Chisholm, and Marcus Garvey were
all important figures in movements for Black empowerment. Yet, there
has also been uneasy tensions between Black Americans and Caribbean
immigrants...”. See more as she shares her views in her column.

(SA Member Highlight

Dr. Alison Mc Letchie is an Assistant Professor at South Carolina
State University where she teaches anthropology and sociology in the
Department of Social Sciences. Her primary research interest includes race
and ethnicity, economic inequality, music and religion. Some of her cur-
rent projects include investigations of Caribbean Carnivals in the Carolinas,
behavioral and sexual health among Historically Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCU) students, inclusion and diversity on HBCU campuses and a
study of Caribbean Catholic music.

(SA Communications - You can find us at:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/CaribbeanStudiesAssociation/

Website: www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org

Archived copies of our Newsletters at: www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/e-newsletter-archive/
Share your feedback at: newseditor@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Thinking through the
legacy of CSA: (rafting
the CSA Journal

(SA has entered its forty-
sixth year of existence, and
it has certainly survived a
lot. Although the associa-
tion has a strong tradition of
annual academic confer-
ences, Caribbean scholar-
ship and a diverse member-
ship of about 500, it has remained stagnant in terms of attracting
new members. The time has come to grow the association in
terms of membership, greater visibility and reach. One way of do-
ing so, is through the creation and launch of a CSA journal which
has been proposed and on the table for a few years now. At our last
Annual Business Meeting, the membership voted unanimously for
the creation of a (SA Journal, and they tasked the Executive Council
with this responsibility. The Executive Council then created a jour-
nal committee, headed by me, along with the Board Member Mea-
gan Sylvester. Numerous calls were put out in the CSA Newsletter
for people to join the Journal’s committee. Currently the other
members include Andrea Baldwin, Natasha Mortley, Antonio Car-
mona Baez, Raymond Laureano, Keisha Wiel, and Chenzira Kahina.

Tavis D. Jules

A few years aqgo, the proposal that CSA take ownership of a Journal
was brought to the Executive Committee, but never voted on. Last
year in my capacity as president, | reached out to several non-active
journals that focused on Caribbean related issues and asked if they
would be willing to partner with CSA. Several journals indicated an
interest, but with stipulations, which include retaining their name,
requiring a wider focus, and retaining editorial-ship, which would
not sit well with CSA members. After the journal committee was
convened, we looked at all of these proposals and determined that
we need to start a CSA Journal from scratch that reflected the needs
of a growing association and an evolving society. As such, we com-
missioned presentations and proposal form the University of the
West Indies Press, lan Randle Press, Virginia Tech.

The committee envisions a journal that is multidisciplinary and
interdisciplinary, published in the four languages (English, Dutch,
French, and Spanish) of CSA membership, is reflective of the dy-
namics of CSA and broadens to include the Arts. The journal com-
mittee has started drafting the Aims and Scope, submission proce-
dures, and Advisory and Editorial Boards for the journal. We are in

the process of soliciting an Editor-in-Chief, so applications are wel-
comed, as well as members for the Advisory Board, Assistant and
Associate Editors. Since CSA cannot compensate the Editor-in-Chief,
we are hoping that the prospective candidate will bring institution-
al support with them. For the advisory board, we are soliciting
names from members of the Association as we would like an Advi-
sory Board that represents the diverse languages and disciplines of
(SA membership. As it relates to the Assistant and Associate Editor,
we are also soliciting potential candidates for those positions, who
would need to represent the languages and disciplinary areas of the
Association. Should you be interested in learning more about these
positions or self-nominate yourself for one of these positions,
please do not hesitate to contact me at
president@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

In order for the journal to be successful, we envision putting the
journal behind a paywall of the CSA site so that current members of
the Association would be able to access the journal for free. To do
this, we will need to increase members fees by 5 to 15 percent. If
you have better ideas or suggestions, please let me know. The next
step is that the different publisher proposals will be taken to the
Executive Committee for discussion and final vote. We have already
developed a call for papers with support from one of the Past (SA
presidents, which will be released soon after the Executive Commit-
tee’s approval of the journal, and this person’s acceptance to serve
as the guest editor for the first issue of the Journal. The Journal
committee would like to present a full package to the Executive
Committee, inclusive of the Advisory Board Member, Assistant and
Associate Editors, Editor-in-Chief, publishing outlets, guidelines for
the Journal, call for papers for the first issue and guest Editor. | look
forward to hearing your thoughts on the proposed development of
ajournal.

Tavis Jules
President (SA 2019-2020

Espaiol

Pensando en el legado de CSA: Elaborando el CSA Journal

(SA ha entrado en su cuadragésimo sexto afio de existencia, y
ciertamente ha sobrevivido mucho. Aunque la asociacion tiene una
fuerte tradicion de conferencias académicas anuales, becas en el
Caribe y una membresia diversa de aproximadamente 500, se ha
mantenido estancada en términos de atraer nuevos miembros. Ha
llegado el momento de hacer crecer la asociacion en términos de
membresia, mayor visibilidad y alcance. Una forma de hacerlo es a
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT cont'd

través de la creacion y el lanzamiento de una revista CSA que se ha
propuesto y sobre la mesa desde hace unos afios. En nuestra dltima
Reunién Anual de Negocios, los miembros votaron por unanimidad
por la creacion de un CSA Journal, y le encargaron al Consejo Ejecu-
tivo esta responsabilidad. EI Consejo Ejecutivo cred un comité de
revista, encabezado por mi, junto con el miembro de la Junta Mea-
gan Sylvester. En el boletin CSA se realizaron numerosas llamadas
para que las personas se unan al comité del Journal. Actualmente
los otros miembros incluyen a Andrea Baldwin, Natasha Mortley,
Antonio Carmona Baez, Raymond Laureano, Keisha Wiel y Chenzira
Kahina.

Hace unos afios, la propuesta de que CSA tomara posesion de un
Diario fue presentada al Comité Ejecutivo, pero nunca se votd. El
afio pasado, en mi calidad de presidente, me puse en contacto con
varias revistas no activas que se centraron en temas relacionados
con el Caribe y les pregunté si estarian dispuestos a asociarse con
(SA. Varias revistas indicaron un interés, pero con estipulaciones,
que incluyen retener su nombre, requerir un enfoque méas amplio y
retener la editorial, que no seria del agrado de los miembros de
(SA. Después de que se convocd el comité de la revista, analizamos
todas estas propuestas y determinamos que necesitamos comenzar
una revista CSA desde cero que refleje las necesidades de una aso-
ciacion en crecimiento y una sociedad en evolucién. Como tal, comi-
sionamos presentaciones y propuestas de la prensa de la Univer-
sidad de las Indias Occidentales, lan Randle Press, Virginia Tech.

El comité visualiza una revista que es multidisciplinaria e interdisci-
plinaria, publicada en los cuatro idiomas (inglés, holandés, francés
y espaiol) de los miembros de CSA, que refleja la dindmica de CSA'y
se amplia para incluir las artes. El comité de la revista ha comen-
zado a redactar los objetivos y el alcance, los procedimientos de
presentacion y los consejos consultivos y editoriales de la revista.
Estamos en el proceso de solicitar un Editor en Jefe, por lo que las
solicitudes son bienvenidas, asi como los miembros de la Junta
Asesora, Asistentes y Editores Asociados. Dado que CSA no puede
compensar al Editor en Jefe, esperamos que el posible candidato
traiga apoyo institucional con ellos. Para la junta asesora, estamos
solicitando nombres de los miembros de la Asociacion, ya que nos
gustaria una Junta Asesora que represente los diversos idiomas y
disciplinas de la membresia de CSA. En lo que se refiere al Asistente
y Editor Asociado, también estamos solicitando candidatos poten-
ciales para esos puestos, que tendrian que representar los idiomas y
las dreas disciplinarias de la Asociacidn. Si estd interesado en obten-
er mas informacion sobre estos puestos o auto nominarse para uno
de estos puestos, no dude en ponerse en contacto conmigo en
president@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

Para que la revista tenga éxito, imaginamos colocar la revista detrés
de un muro de pago del sitio CSA para que los miembros actuales
de la Asociacion puedan acceder a la revista de forma gratuita. Para
hacer esto, necesitaremos aumentar las tarifas de los miembros
entre un 5y un 15 por ciento. Si tiene mejores ideas o sugerencias,
hagamelo saber. El siguiente paso es que las diferentes propuestas
de los editores se llevaran al Comité Ejecutivo para su discusion y
votacion final. Ya hemos desarrollado una convocatoria de trabajos
con el apoyo de uno de los ex presidentes de CSA, que se publicard
poco después de la aprobacion del diario por parte del Comité
Ejecutivo, y la aceptacion de esta persona para servir como editor
invitado para el primer nimero de la revista. El comité del Diario
desea presentar un paquete completo al Comité Ejecutivo, que in-
cluye al Miembro de la Junta Asesora, los Editores Asistentes y Aso-
ciados, el Editor en Jefe, los medios de publicacion, las pautas para
el Diario, la convocatoria de documentos para el primer nimeroy el
invitado Editor. Espero con interés escuchar sus opiniones sobre el
desarrollo propuesto de un diario.

Tavis Jules
Presidente (SA 2019-2020

Francais
Réfléchir a I'héritage de I'ASC: créer le Journal de I'ASC

Le CSA est entré dans sa quarante-sixieme année d'existence, et il a
certainement beaucoup survécu. Bien que I'association ait une forte
tradition de conférences universitaires annuelles, de bourses d'étu-
des caribéennes et d'une composition diversifiée d'environ 500
membres, elle est restée stagnante en termes d'attirer de nouveaux
membres. Le moment est venu de développer I'association en ter-
mes d'adhésion, de visibilité et de portée accrues. Une facon de le
faire est de créer et de lancer une revue CSA qui est proposée et sur
la table depuis quelques années. Lors de notre derniére assemblée
générale annuelle, les membres ont voté a I'unanimité pour la créa-
tion d'un journal de I'ASC et ont confié cette responsabilité au Con-
seil exécutif. Le Conseil exécutif a ensuite créé un comité de revue,
dirigé par moi, avec la membre du conseil Meagan Sylvester. De
nombreux appels ont été lancés dans le bulletin de I'ASC pour que
les gens se joignent au comité du Journal. Actuellement, les autres
membres comprennent Andrea Baldwin, Natasha Mortley, Antonio
(armona Baez, Raymond Laureano, Keisha Wiel et Chenzira Kahina.

Il'y a quelques années, la proposition que le CSA s'approprie un
journal a été soumise au Comité exécutif, mais n'a jamais été votée.
L'année derniére, en ma qualité de président, j'ai contacté plusieurs
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revues non actives qui se concentraient sur des questions liées aux
(araibes et leur ai demandé si elles seraient disposées a s'associer a
I'ASC. Plusieurs revues ont indiqué un intérét, mais avec des stipu-
lations, qui incluent le maintien de leur nom, exigeant une concen-
tration plus large et le maintien de la rédaction, ce qui ne convien-
drait pas aux membres de I'ASC. Aprés la réunion du comité de la
revue, nous avons examiné toutes ces propositions et déterminé
que nous devions créer un journal de I'ASC a partir de rien qui
reflétait les besoins d'une association en pleine croissance et d'une
société en évolution. En tant que tel, nous avons commandé des
présentations et des propositions de |'Université des West Indies
Press, lan Randle Press, Virginia Tech.

Le comité envisage une revue multidisciplinaire et interdiscipli-
naire, publiée dans les quatre langues (anglais, néerlandais, fran-
cais et espagnol) des membres de la CSA, qui reflete la dynamique
de la CSA et s'élargit pour inclure les arts. Le comité de la revue a
commencé a rédiger les objectifs et la portée, les procédures de
soumission et les comités consultatifs et éditoriaux de la revue.
Nous sommes en train de solliciter un rédacteur en chef, donc les
candidatures sont les bienvenues, ainsi que les membres du conseil
consultatif, les rédacteurs adjoints et associés. Puisque I'ASC ne
peut pas rémunérer le rédacteur en chef, nous espérons que le can-
didat potentiel apportera avec lui un soutien institutionnel. Pour le
conseil consultatif, nous sollicitons les noms des membres de I'As-
sociation car nous aimerions un conseil consultatif qui représente
les diverses langues et disciplines des membres de I'ASC. En ce qui
concerne le rédacteur adjoint et adjoint, nous sollicitons également
des candidats potentiels pour ces postes, qui auraient besoin de
représenter les langues et les domaines disciplinaires de I'Associa-
tion. Si vous souhaitez en savoir plus sur ces postes ou si vous vous
présentez vous-méme pour |'un de ces postes, n'hésitez pas a me
contacter a president@caribbeanstudiesassociation.org.

Pour que la revue réussisse, nous envisageons de la placer derriére
un mur de paiement du site de I'ASC afin que les membres actuels
de I'Association puissent accéder gratuitement a la revue. Pour ce
faire, nous devrons augmenter les cotisations des membres de 5 a
15%. Si vous avez de meilleures idées ou suggestions, faites-le moi
savoir. La prochaine étape est que les différentes propositions des
éditeurs seront soumises au Comité exécutif pour discussion et vote
final. Nous avons déja élaboré un appel a contributions avec le
soutien de I'un des anciens présidents de I'ASC, qui sera publié peu
apres I'approbation du journal par le Comité exécutif, et I'accepta-
tion de cette personne comme rédacteur invité du premier numéro
du Journal. Le comité de la revue aimerait présenter une trousse

complete au Comité exécutif, y compris le membre du conseil con-
sultatif, les rédacteurs adjoints et associés, le rédacteur en chef, les
organes de publication, les lignes directrices de la revue, I'appel a
articles pour le premier numéro et I'invité Editeur. J'ai hate d'en-
tendre vos réflexions sur le développement proposé d'une revue.

Tavis Jules
Président (SA 2019-2020
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Reimagining Local Gov-
ernment in the New
Economy

Fellow members:
Greetings!

In this insert | continue the
conversation about the role
of subnational political
institutions in the new
economy, the creation of
which is occasioned by current global events, the obvious being the
health pandemic, but more insidious and persistent has been the
level of inequality that exists in every country.

Eris Schoburgh

Renewed discussions about systemic racism and its consequences
in social exclusion that manifests in various ways in different socie-
ties suggest that the reconstruction of a new social, political and
economic order, is impatient of debate. Nowhere is this reconstruc-
tion process more pertinent than within the Caribbean, that has
paid lip service to reforming the subnational sphere, in particular,
local and regional governments (LRGs) for more than thirty years.
Long before the emergence of COVID 19 it was becoming evident
that one, central governments have lost their central economic
coordinating role, and two, localities must assume a greater re-
sponsibility for enabling its own development (Helmsing 2003;
Schoburgh 2016). COVID 19 is not the cause of the problems that
the Caribbean or the world for that matter has witnessed; rather
the problems were exposed and perhaps exacerbated by COVID 19,
revealing hapless central governments that have little control over
their political economies. Hence the case for a different approach to
the integration of the subnational sphere into the redesign of polit-
ico and socio-economic relations.

So whilst we become excited and hopeful about governance fu-
tures. We must be cognizant of the fact that as social, political and
economic relations shift new centres of influence are created. There
will still be winners and losers. As | have arqued elsewhere, the
new geo-economy does not automatically guarantee equality in any
form: A sobering thought - which leads to the conclusion that policy
manourves must be deliberate and goal-oriented. What is the goal?
My answer: Empowerment of people to chart their own paths. Am-
artya Sen’s (1999) idea of development as freedom is a useful
framework of analysis for the nexus between the subnational and
greater social, political and economic equality. For Sen (1999) helps

us to appreciate how integral to our perception of the obstacles to
collective and individual freedom, are localities, townships (now
more frequently cities), gathering of buyers and sellers - markets
(designated development areas in Jamaica), and community-based
organisations and civic associations, added to these are the prevail-
ing social norms that defined these ‘communities”. | concur with
Sen’s (1999) view that, “people are only free where they can pro-
vide for their basic needs and realize their innate abilities.”

Sen’s (1999) thesis supports my position that the creation of a ‘level
playing field" for all participants in the new economy demands a
critical and conscious engagement with ‘place.” Economic growth
and development must of necessity, become territorially defined or
place-based, engaging a range of actors (Schoburgh 2016). In
translation, the subnational sphere — which in the case of the (ar-
ibbean Region are LRGs - is the most utilitarian geo-space for initi-
ating sustainable social transformation. Caribbean governments
might do well to draw lessons from the East Asian and Latin Ameri-
can developmental states and efforts in South Africa to fast-track
reorientation of LGRs into agents of development. Promulgation of
new laws is a step in the right direction. What must follow are ap-
propriate actions to enforce these laws and organizational change.
Developmental LGRs have two action imperatives:

o They must become active participants in policies and pro-
grammes to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Their omission is to repeat the mistakes associated
with the implementation of the millennium development
goals (MDGs) and the negative outcomes that flowed from
that governance deficit.

o They must be assigned a specified role in social safety net pro-
vision

In short, LRGs in the Caribbean must immediately transition into
institutions that have an economic role. And importantly those who
have responsibility to lead and manage these subnational political
and administrative institutions must understand and appreciate
what is involved in giving effect to an economic role. It definitely
cannot be business as usual!

Have a great summer inspite of. .. and much blessings!

Eris Schoburgh
Vice President (SA 2019-2020



Espaiol
REIMAGINANDO EL GOBIERNO LOCAL EN LA NUEVA ECONOMIA

Comparieros: jSaludos!

En este inserto, contindo la conversacion sobre el papel de las in-
stituciones politicas subnacionales en la nueva economia, cuya
creacion es ocasionada por los acontecimientos mundiales actuales,
siendo evidente la pandemia de salud, pero més insidioso y persis-
tente ha sido el nivel de desigualdad que existe en todos los paises.

Las renovadas discusiones sobre el racismo sistémico y sus con-
secuencias en la exclusion social que se manifiesta de diversas
maneras en diferentes sociedades sugieren que la reconstruccion de
un nuevo orden social, politico y econdmico es impaciente de de-
bate. En ninguna parte es este proceso de reconstruccion mas perti-
nente que en el Caribe, que ha prestado un gran servicio a la refor-
ma de la esfera subnacional, en particular, los gobiernos locales y
regionales (GLR) durante mds de treinta afos. Mucho antes de la
aparicion de COVID 19, era evidente que uno, los gobiernos central-
es habian perdido su papel central de coordinacion econdmica, y
dos, las localidades deben asumir una mayor responsabilidad para
permitir su propio desarrollo (Helmsing 2003; Schoburgh 2016).
COVID 19 no es la causa de los problemas que el Caribe o el mundo
han presenciado; més bien los problemas fueron expuestos y quizas
exacerbados por COVID 19, revelando gobiernos centrales desven-
turados que tienen poco control sobre sus economias politicas. De
ahi el caso de un enfoque diferente para la integracion de la esfera
subnacional en el redisefio de las relaciones politicas y socioec-
ondmicas.

Entonces, mientras nos entusiasmamos y tenemos esperanzas so-
bre los futuros de gobernanza. Debemos ser conscientes del hecho
de que a medida que las relaciones sociales, politicas y econdmicas
cambian, se crean nuevos centros de influencia. Todavia habra ga-
nadores y perdedores. Como he argumentado en otra parte, la nue-
va geoeconomia no garantiza automdticamente la igualdad en
ninguna forma: un pensamiento aleccionador, que lleva a la con-
clusion de que los manuritos de las politicas deben ser deliberados y
orientados a objetivos. Cual es el objetivo? Mi respuesta: el
empoderamiento de las personas para trazar sus propios caminos. a
idea de Amartya Sen (1999) del desarrollo como libertad es un
marco Util de andlisis para el nexo entre la igualdad social, politica y
econémica subnacional y mayor. For Sen (1999) nos ayuda a apreci-
ar cuan integrales a nuestra percepcion de los obstdculos a la liber-
tad colectiva e individual son las localidades, los municipios (ahora

més frecuentemente ciudades), la reunién de compradores y
vendedores (mercados (dreas de desarrollo designadas en Jamaica)
y Las organizaciones comunitarias y las asociaciones civicas, suma-
das a estas, son las normas sociales prevalecientes que definieron
estas ‘comunidades'. Estoy de acuerdo con la opinién de Sen
(1999) de que "las personas solo son libres donde pueden satisfacer
sus necesidades bdsicas y darse cuenta de sus habilidades innatas".
La tesis de Sen (1999) respalda mi posicion de que la creacion de un
"campo de juego nivelado" para todos los participantes en la nueva
economia exige un compromiso critico y consciente con el "lugar".
El crecimiento econdmico y el desarrollo deben necesariamente
definirse o ubicarse territorialmente. basado, involucrando a una
variedad de actores (Schoburgh 2016). En la traduccion, la esfera
subnacional, que en el caso de la Region del Caribe son GLR, es el
geoespacio mas utilitario para iniciar una transformacion
social sostenible. Los gobiernos del Caribe podrian hacer bien en
extraer lecciones de los estados de desarrollo de Asia Oriental y
América Latina y los esfuerzos en Sudéfrica para acelerar la reori-
entacion de las LGR en agentes de desarrollo. La promulgacion de
nuevas leyes es un paso en la direccion correcta. Lo que debe sequir
son acciones apropiadas para hacer cumplir estas leyes y el cambio
organizacional. Los LGR de desarrollo tienen dos imperativos de
accion:

o Deben convertirse en participantes activos en politicas y pro-
gramas paraalcanzar los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible
(ODS). Su omisidn esrepetir los errores asociados con la imple-
mentacion de los objetivos dedesarrollo del milenio (ODM) y
los resultados negativos que surgieron deese déficit de go-
bernanza.

e Seles debe asignar un rol especifico en la provision de redes de
seguridad social.

En resumen, los GLR en el Caribe deben pasar inmediatamente a
instituciones que tienen un papel econémico. Y, lo que es més im-
portante, quienes tienen la responsabilidad de dirigir y administrar
estas instituciones politicas y administrativas subnacionales deben
comprender y apreciar lo que implica dar efecto a un papel
econdmico. jDefinitivamente no puede ser como siempre!
iQue tengan un gran verano inspirado en ... y muchas bendiciones!

Eris Schoburgh
Vice Presidente (SA 2019-2020



Francais
REIMAGINER LE GOUVERNEMENT LOCAL DANS LA NOUVELLE

ECONOMIE
Membres associés: Salutations!

Dans cet encart, je continue la conversation sur le role des institu-
tions politiques infranationales dans la nouvelle économie, dont la
création est occasionnée par les événements mondiaux actuels, la
pandémie en matiere de santé étant évidente, mais plus insidieuse
et persistante a été le niveau d'inégalité qui existe dans tous les

pays.

De nouvelles discussions sur le racisme systémique et ses
conséquences sur I'exclusion sociale qui se manifestent de diverses
manieres dans différentes sociétés suggerent que la reconstruction
d'un nouvel ordre social, politique et économique est impatiente de
débattre. Nulle part ce processus de reconstruction n'est plus perti-
nent que dans les Caraibes, qui a prété un coup de bouche a la ré-
forme de la spheére infranationale, en particulier les gouvernements
locaux et régionaux (LRG) depuis plus detrente ans. Bien avant
I'émergence de COVID 19, il devenait évident que I'un, les gouerne-
ments centraux ont perdu leur role central de coordination
économique, et deux, les localités doivent assumer une plus grande
responsabilité pour permettre son propre développement
Helmsing 2003; Schoburgh 2016). COVID 19 n'est pas la cause des
problemes que les Caraibes ou le monde ont d'ailleurs connus; les
problémes ont plutdt été exposés et peut-étre exacerbés par COVID
19, révélant des gouvernements centraux malheureux qui ont peu
de contrdle sur leurs économies politiques. D'ou la nécessité d'une
approche différente de I'intégration de la sphere infranationale
dans la refonte des relations politiques et socio-économiques.

Alors, alors que nous devenons excités et pleins d'espoir pour
I'avenir de la gouvernance. Nous devons étre conscients du fait qu'a
mesure que les relations sociales, politiques et économiques évolu-
ent, de nouveaux centres d'influence se créent. Il y aura toujours
des gagnants et des perdants. Comme je I'ai expliqué ailleurs, la
nouvelle géo-économie ne garantit pas automatiquement ['égalité
sous quelque forme que ce soit: une pensée qui donne a réfléchir -
ce qui conduit a la conclusion que les manceuvres politiques doivent
étre délibérées et orientées vers des objectifs. Quel est I'objectif?
Ma réponse: habilitation des gens a tracer leur proper chemin.
L'idée d'Amartya Sen (1999) du développement comme liberté est
un cadre d'analyse utile pour le lien entre I'inégalité infranationale
et une plus grande égalité sociale, politique et économique. Car Sen

(1999) nous aide a apprécier a quel point font partie intégrante de
notre perception des obstacles a la liberté collective et individuelle,
les localités, les cantons (maintenant plus fréquemment les villes),
le rassemblement des acheteurs et des vendeurs - les marchés
(zones de développement désignées en Jamaique), et les organisa-
tions communautaires et les associations civiques s'ajoutent a ces
normes sociales dominantes qui définissent ces «<communautés. Je
suis d'accord avec le point de vue de Sen (1999) selon lequel «les
gens ne sont libres que lorsqu'ils peuvent subvenir a leur besoins de
base et réaliser leurs capacités innées». La these de Sen (1999)
soutient ma position selon laquelle la création d'un «terrain de jeu
égal» pour tous les participants a la nouvelle économieexige un
engagement critique et conscient avec le «lieu». La croissance et le
développement économiques doivent nécessairement, devenir
territorialement définis ou placer- basé sur un large éventail
d'acteurs (Schoburgh 2016). En traduction, la sphére infranationale
- qui dans le cas de la région des Caraibes sont des LRG - est le géo-
espace le plus utilitaire pour initier une transformation sociale du-
rable. Les gouvernements des Caraibes pourraient bien tirer les
lecons des Etats de développement d'Asie de I'Est et d'Amérique
latine et des efforts déployés en Afrique du Sud pour accélérer la
réorientation des RGT en agents de développement. La promulga-
tion de nouvelles lois est un pas dans la bonne direction. Ce qui doit
suivre, ce sont des mesures appropriées pour faire appliquer ces lois
et les changements organisationnels. Les LGR de développement
ont deux impératifs d'action:

e lIs doivent devenir des participants actifs aux politiques et
programmes pour atteindre les objectifs de développement
durable (ODD). Leur omission est de répéter les erreurs liées a
la mise en ceuvre des objectifs du Millénaire pour le dé-
veloppement (OMD) et les résultats négatifs qui découlent de
ce déficit de gouvernance.

e lIs doivent se voir attribuer un réle spécifique dans la fourni-
ture de filets de sécurité sociale

En bref, les GLR des Caraibes doivent immédiatement passer a des
institutions qui ont un role économique. Et surtout, ceux qui ont la
responsabilité de diriger et de gérer ces institutions politiques et
administratives infranationales doivent comprendre et apprécier ce
qui est impliqué pour donner effet a un réle économique. Cela ne
peut certainement pas étre comme d'habitude! Passez un bel été
malgré. .. et beaucoup de bénédictions!

Eris Schoburgh
Vice-présidente (SA 2019-2020
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En los tiempos de la pandemia: luchar por la seguridad ali-
mentaria

[Esta es la tercera columna de la serie En los tiempos de la pande-
mia: manejo, respuestas y alternativas a la crisis en Puerto Rico, Re-
ptiblica Dominicana y las didsporas.]

Hace tres meses, cuando compartiamos ideas para esta serie, algo
que captd nuestra atencion fue la poderosa respuesta agroecoldgica
que surgia alrededor de la pandemia. Ahora vemos cudn conven-
cidxs nos sentiamos sobre el cardcter distintivo de aquellas iniciati-
vas. En ese punto de la emergencia, ya era imposible no darse cuen-
ta de las formas en que Ixs productorxs agroalimentarios locales y
activistas de alimentos en el Caribe respondian a la inseguridad
alimentaria. A partir de ahi, las iniciativas agroecoldgicas han sido
claves para comprender que la sequridad alimentaria no es solo
sobre la accesibilidad a los alimentos, sino ademds de que los ali-
mentos sean saludables y adquiribles.

Junto a las medidas de control del COVID-19, la comida ha estado
en el epicentro de los debates publicos alrededor del mundo. Lxs
trabajadorxs agricolas y Ixs empleadxs de alimentos fueron de Ixs
primerxs en ser consideradxs “trabajadorxs esenciales,” lo que les
exigio estar fisicamente en el trabajo. Asi, Ixs trabajadorxs de ali-
mentos han estado expuestxs masivamente al virus, desatando
debates acerca de los valores diferenciados de la vida humana. Para
todxs Ixs demas, la accesibilidad alimentaria también ha sido diver-
sa, y depende de nuestro estado de sequridad laboral, acceso al
transporte, la posibilidad de cumplir con las normas de sequridad
de las tiendas e incluso la propia disponibilidad de alimentos, don-
de sea que la pandemia nos haya encontrado.

En contraste, Ixs productores locales y activistas de alimentos en
Puerto Rico se han preocupado por articular alternativas al acceso
desigual y poco seguro de alimentos saludables durante la pande-

mia. Las cajas de agro-productos locales, las compras solidarias y
las estaciones populares de alimentos no-perecederos son algunas
de las formas en las que movimientos autogestionados en la isla
han respondido a la inseguridad alimentaria. Mientras tanto, los
discursos y las practicas alimentarias alternativas recuperan espacio
frente a las logicas mainstream sobre el consumo de alimentos
preenvasados, comprados en megatiendas, no estacionales y no
locales.

Al repasar estas experiencias, encontramos tres elementos destaca-
bles. Uno: que las respuestas agroecoldgicas y el activismo alimen-
tario en general proyectan una especificidad mds de este momento.
Después del huracdn Maria, el acceso a la comida se convirtié en
una dificultad. Desde entonces, la soberania alimentaria adquirid
un nuevo impulso. Ahora, otra emergencia epidemioldgica y crisis
econdmica profundas alcanzaron magnitudes mayores cuando la
accesibilidad a los alimentos se tornd una vez mds dificil y la causa
de una “posible seqgunda pandemia de hambre.” Dos: en un estado
tan alarmante, encontramos que las respuestas agroecoldgicas han
sido profundamente exitosas, tanto en términos pragmadticos como
discursivos. Personas que nunca antes consideraron comprar ali-
mentos en otro lugar que no fuera el supermercado o llevar a cabo
una dieta local y estacional estan encontrando razén y placer en
dichas practicas, apoyando la economia local y la sostenibilidad de
las practicas alimentarias, y evitando el posible contagio en super-
mercados. Tres: notamos una rica convergencia entre el activismo
alimentario en el Caribe y el movimiento feminista. Las mujeres no
solo estan a la vanguardia de la produccion agroecoldgica, sino que
las organizaciones feministas también se han preocupado por lla-
mar a la insequridad alimentaria una batalla urgente contra la de-
sigualdad. Por ejemplo, la instalacion de una “Alacena Feminista”
en una de las principales calles de Puerto Rico, donde cualquiera
que lo necesite puede encontrar comida, agua y otros suministros
basicos.

Aunque la pandemia ha impuesto grandes cargas a la gran mayoria
de la poblacién, también le da un nuevo valor a las herramientas
que usamos para lidiar con la crisis actual y pensar otro tipo de so-
ciedad. La respuesta agroecoldgica se ha visto bajo esta nueva luz y
representa una de las direcciones que la region del Caribe y mds alla
debe tomar para convertir la inseguridad alimentaria en un proble-
ma del pasado.
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English
In the times of the pandemic: fight for food security

[This is the third column of the series “In the times of the pandemic:
management, responses and alternatives to the crisis in Puerto
Rico, the Dominican Republic and the diasporas.”]

Three months ago, when we first shared ideas for this series, some-
thing that caught up with us was the powerful agroecological re-
sponse emerging around the pandemic. Looking back, we realize
how strongly we felt about initiatives in this field turning distinc-
tive. At that point of the epidemiological emergency and the evolv-
ing economic crisis, it was already impossible not to notice the
ways in which local agro-food producers and food activists in the
(aribbean were responding to food insecurity. From that moment
on, agroecological initiatives have been key to understanding that
food security is not only about accessibility to food, but to food that
is healthy and that is safe to procure.

Along with flattening-the-curve responses to the COVID-19, food
has been at the epicenter of public debates around the globe. Agri-
cultural workers and food clerks were from the first to be consid-
ered “essential workers,” requiring them to be physically present at
work. As such, food workers have been massively exposed to the
virus, pinpointing the differential values of human life. For every-
body else, accessibility to food has also been diverse, depending on
our job security status, access to transportation, the possibility to
comply with the safety requlations of stores, and even the plain
availability of food, wherever the pandemic found us.

In contrast, local producers and food activists in Puerto Rico have
been deeply preoccupied with articulating alternatives to the une-
qual and unsafe access to healthy foods during the pandemic. Food
boxes filled with local agro-products, community-based food pur-
chasing concerned with the nutritional values of meals, and self-
managed nonperishable food stations where anyone can drop by
and grab what they need are some of the ways in which bottom-up
initiatives on the island have been answering food insecurity.
Meanwhile, alternative food discourses and practices are taking
back space from mainstream assumptions about what has been
considered adequate food consumption: pre-packaged, store-
bought, non-seasonal and non-sustainable food.

While going over such experiences, we find there are three things
worth pointing out to. One: that agroecological responses and food
activism in general forecast a specificity of this moment. After Hur-
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ricane Maria, access to food became a hardship. Since then, food
sovereignty acquired a new impulse. Now, an epidemiological
emergency that triggered an economic crisis beyond description,
reached even higher magnitudes when accessibility to food turned
once again uneasy and, thus, a possible set-off for a “second pan-
demic of hunger.” Two: in such an alarming state, we find that
agroecological responses have been deeply successful, both in
pragmatic and discursive terms. People that never before consid-
ered buying food elsewhere than the supermarket or carry out a
local and seasonal diet are finding reason and pleasure in such
practices, supporting the broader local economy, the sustainability
of local foodways and avoiding possible contagion in crowded su-
permarkets. Three: we notice a rich convergence between food
activism in the Caribbean and the feminist movement. Not only are
women at the forefront of the agroecological production of food,
but feminist organizations have been profoundly concerned with
calling food insecurity an urgent battle against inequality. For ex-
ample, the installation of a “Feminist Cupboard” (“Alacena Feminis-
ta”) in one of the major streets of Puerto Rico, where anybody in
need can find food, water and other basic supplies.

Although the pandemic imposes heavy burdens over the vast ma-
jority of the population, it also gives new value to the tools we use
to grapple with the current crisis and helps us to think through
another type of society. The agroecological answer has been seen
under this new light, and it represents one of the directions that the
(aribbean region and beyond must take to turn food insecurity into
a problem of the past.



MESSAGE FROM THE LANGUAGE SUB-EDITORS cont'd

Virgin Islander

VI Caribbean Emancipation, Free-
dom and Liberation Beyond Glob-
al Instability and COVID19

How will our humanity survive and
thrive with the spirit of emancipation,
freedom and liberation beyond global
instabilities and pandemics like
COVID19?  This is a trillion dollar
question as major investments are
being made for health contracts espe-
cially for vaccine research, develop-
ment and production while economic
stimuli and demise alongside corpo-
rate downsizing and bankruptcies are increasing.  The world of
work has been impacted severely by the imposition of lockdown
measures, which include various forms of workplace closures. As at
15 June, almost one third of the world’s workers (32 per cent) were
living in countries with required workplace closures for all but essen-
tial workplaces.”
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/
@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms 749399.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/
index.htm

The Virgin Islands of the United
States (VI-US) has complex experi-
ences with protecting the health,
security, economy and social wel-
fare of the people- natives, resi-
dents and visitors, while neighbor-
ing  (Caribbean  Community
(CARICOM)  nations  assertively
closed their sovereign and autono-
mous borders as the global commu-
nity enforced protections from the
unknown deadly dangers of
COVID19, domestic terrorism and
other imbalances dismantling the core of our shared humanity.

2020 marks the 172 anniversary of Virgin Islands Emancipation
declared on July 3, 1848 making all “unfree” in the former Danish
West Indies “free.” https://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/
history/slavery/the-emancipation-of-the-enslaved-in-1848/  The
1848 emancipation of enslaved AfRaKans did not liberate or au-
thentically free the people from land ownership, labor and other
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social inequities that created
continued rebellions inclu-
sive of yet not limited to the
St. Croix Fireburn of October
1,1878. The Virgin Islands
(US) has historically been
and is currently populated
predominantly by people of
ancestral indigenous
AfRakKan  ascent/descent.
2020 marks the 6™ year of
the United Nations designat-
ed International Decade for
People of African Descent
(IDPAD) themed
“Recognition, Justice and
Development.” https://
www.un.org/en/observances/decade-people-african-descent  Sys-
temic racism, colonialism, institutional corruption and related so-
cial unrest have influenced the increasing community imbalances
challenged by colonialocracy (Corbin:2020) inclusive of yet not
limited to gun violence, sexual assault, mental illness, housing
discrimination blended with scarcity, and a host of socioeconomic
inequities. Research, development, and social governance strate-
gies are essential for the establishment of proactive solutions with
cultural competency protocols that reduce, expose, and expedi-
tiously eradicate hate crimes, domestic violence, internalized gang-
related warfare, and other acts complicated by institutional terror-
ism and systemic racism. The entire Caribbean, inclusive of the Vir-
gin Islands (US) alongside bordering regions of Central and South
America, is a powerful and culturally-enriched space empowered
by human, spiritual and social resources foundational to historical
legacies that are revolutionary in the spirit of emancipation, libera-
tion, self-determination, human rights, freedom and sovereignty.

Chenzira Davis Kahina
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Emancipation in the Virgin Islands-US (July 3.1848), St. Martin (July
1.1848), former British colonies (August 1834 with conditional pro-
tocols), United States (1863 with delays of protocols until
Juneteenth in 1865), and other verbal declarations for
“emancipation” remain in disrepair lacking authenticity as reflected
in heightened systemic racism still rampant in 2020. Reparatory
justice and global reparations will restore human equity. Compre-
hensive strategic programs linked to data and real-life experiences
designed to create shared solutions with reconciliatory actions for
strengthening unity, development, and community protocols will
dismantle systemic racism institutions beyond the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement built on the shoulders of historic resistance to terror-
ism and genocide based on race, gender and class for centu-
ries.. May we honestly reflect, collaborate, and cooperatively navi-
gate for the best proactive solutions to sustain the safety, respect,
justice, dignity, liberty, and freedom of the people, resources, cul-
tural heritage legacy, spirit of the Virgin Islands Caribbean Americas
and beyond for humanity to thrive with abundant prosperity, well-
ness, security, liberation and freedom for real emancipation to
manifest in our lifetime for generations.

Espaiol

VI Emancipacion, libertad y liberacion del Caribe mas alla de
lainestabilidad global y COVID 19

iCémo sobrevivird y prosperard nuestra humanidad con el espiritu
de emancipacion, libertad y liberacion mads alld de las inestabi-
lidades globales y las pandemias como COVID19? Esta es una
pregunta de un billon de ddlares, ya que se estan realizando
grandes inversiones para contratos de salud, especialmente para
investigacion, desarrollo y produccion de vacunas, mientras que los
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estimulos econdmicos y la desaparicion junto con la reduccion de
personal y las bancarrotas estan aumentando. El mundo del trabajo
se ha visto gravemente afectado por la imposicion de medidas de
cierre, que incluyen diversas formas de cierre de lugares de trabajo.
Al 15 de junio, casi un tercio de los trabajadores del mundo (32 por
ciento) vivian en paises con cierres laborales requeridos para todos
los lugares de trabajo, excepto los esenciales ”.
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/
@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms 749399.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/
index.htm

Las Islas Virgenes de los Estados Unidos (VI-US) tienen experiencias
complejas con la proteccion de la salud, la sequridad , economia y
bienestar social de las personas: nativos, residentes y visitantes,
mientras que las naciones vecinas de la Comunidad del Caribe
(CARICOM) cerraron de manera asertiva sus fronteras soberanas y
auténomas a medida que la comunidad global imponia protec-
ciones contra los peligros mortales desconocidos de COVID19, el
terrorismo interno y otros desequilibrios El nticleo de nuestra hu-
manidad compartida.

2020 marca el 172 aniversario de la Emancipacion de las Islas
Virgenes, declarada el 3 de julio de 1848, haciendo que todo esté
“libre" en las antiguas Indias Occidentales Danesas "gratis". https://
www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/history/slavery/the-
emancipation-of-the-enslaved-in-1848/ La emancipacién de 1848
de los AfRaKans esclavos no liberd ni liberé auténticamente a la
gente de la tierra La propiedad, el trabajo y otras desigualdades
sociales que crearon continuas rebeliones que incluian, entre otras,
la Quemadura de San Croix del 1 de octubre de 1878. Las Islas
Virgenes (EE. UU.) Historicamente han estado y estan pobladas
predominantemente por personas de ascendencia indigena ances-
tral AfRaKan / descendencia. 2020 marca el sexto afio del Decenio
internacional designado por las Naciones Unidas para las personas
de ascendencia africana (IDPAD) con el tema "Reconocimiento,
justicia y desarrollo". https://www.un.org/es/observances/decade-
people-african-descent

El racismo sistémico, el colonialismo, la corrupcion institucional y
los disturbios sociales relacionados han influido en los crecientes
desequilibrios comunitarios desafiados por la colonialocracia
(Corbin: 2020) inclusive pero no limitado a la violencia armada, la
agresion sexual, las enfermedades mentales, la discriminacion en la
vivienda mezclada con la escasez y una serie de inequidades socio-
econdmicas. Las estrategias de investigacion, desarrollo y go-
bernanza social son esenciales para el establecimiento de


https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_749399.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_749399.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/history/slavery/the-emancipation-of-the-enslaved-in-1848/
https://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/history/slavery/the-emancipation-of-the-enslaved-in-1848/
https://www.virgin-islands-history.org/en/history/slavery/the-emancipation-of-the-enslaved-in-1848/
https://www.un.org/es/observances/decade-people-african-descent
https://www.un.org/es/observances/decade-people-african-descent

MESSAGE FROM THE LANGUAGE SUB-EDITORS cont'd

soluciones proactivas con protocolos de competencia cultural que
reducen, exponen y erradican de manera expedita los crimenes de
odio, la violencia doméstica, la guerra interna relacionada con las
pandillas y otros actos complicados por el terrorismo institucional y
el racismo sistémico. . Todo el Caribe, incluidas las Islas Virgenes
(EE. UU.) Junto con las regiones limitrofes de América Central y del
Sur, es un espacio poderoso y enriquecido culturalmente, poten-
ciado por recursos humanos, espirituales y sociales fundamentales
para legados histdricos que son revolucionarios en el espiritu de la
emancipacion, liberacién, autodeterminacion, derechos humanos,
libertad y soberania.

Emancipacion en las Islas Virgenes-EE. UU. (3.1848 de julio), San
Martin (1.1848 de julio), antiguas colonias britanicas (agosto de
1834 con protocolos condicionales), Estados Unidos (1863 con re-
trasos de protocolos hasta el 16 de junio de 1865) y otras declara-
ciones verbales para La "emancipacion” sigue en mal estado y
carece de autenticidad, como se refleja en el aumento del racismo
sistémico, todavia desenfrenado en 2020. La justicia reparadora y
las reparaciones globales restablecerdn la equidad humana. Los
programas estratégicos integrales vinculados a datos y experiencias
de la vida real disefados para crear soluciones compartidas con
acciones de reconciliacion para fortalecer la unidad, el desarrollo y
los protocolos comunitarios desmantelaran las instituciones de
racismo sistémico mas alld del movimiento Black Lives Matter con-
struido sobre los hombros de la resistencia histérica al terrorismo y
el genocidio. basado en la raza, el género y la clase durante siglos.
Que honestamente reflexionemos, colaboremos y naveguemos
cooperativamente para encontrar las mejores soluciones proactivas
para mantener la sequridad, el respeto, la justicia, la dignidad, la
libertad y la libertad de las personas, los recursos, herencia cultural
legado, y el espiritu de la sociedad. Islas Virgenes, Caribe, América y
mas alld para que la humanidad prospere con abundante prosper-
idad, bienestar, seguridad, liberacion y libertad para que la
verdadera emancipacion se manifieste en nuestra vida por genera-
ciones.

Francais

VI Emancipation, liberté et libération des Caraibes au-dela
de l'instabilité mondiale et des COVID 19

Comment notre humanité survivra-t-elle et prospérera-t-elle avec
I'esprit d'émancipation, de liberté et de libération au-dela des in-
stabilités mondiales et des pandémies comme COVID197 C'est une
question de mille milliards de dollars, car des investissements
majeurs sont faits pour les contrats de santé, en particulier pour la
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recherche, le développement et la production de vaccins, tandis
que les stimuli et la disparition économiques parallelement a la
réduction des effectifs et aux faillites augmentent. Le monde du
travail a été gravement touché par I'imposition de mesures de ver-
rouillage, qui incluent diverses formes de fermeture des lieux de
travail. Au 15 juin, prés d'un tiers des travailleurs dans le monde
(32%) vivaient dans des pays ou la fermeture des lieux de travail
était obligatoire pour tous les lieux de travail, sauf ceux essentiels. »
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/
@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms 749399.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--fr/index.htm

Les iles Vierges des Etats-Unis (VI-US) ont des expériences complex-
es de protection de la santé, de la sécurité , I'économie et le bien-
étre social des populations autochtones, des résidents et des vis-
iteurs, tandis que les pays voisins de la Communauté des Caraibes
(CARICOM) ont fermé leurs frontiéres souveraines et autonomes de
maniere ferme alors que la communauté mondiale appliquait des
protections contre les dangers mortels inconnus du COVID19, du
terrorisme domestique et d'autres déséquilibres. le cceur de notre
humanité partagée.

2020 marque le 172e anniversaire de I'émancipation des iles Vierg-
es, déclarée le 3 juillet 1848, rendant tout «non libre» dans les an-
ciennes Antilles danoises «libre». https://www.virgin-islands-
history.org/en/history/slavery/the-emancipation-of-the-enslaved-
in-1848/ L'émancipation de 1848 des AfRaKans asservis n'a pas
libéré ni libéré authentiquement les gens de la terre propriété, trav-
ail et autres inégalités sociales qui ont créé des rébellions contin-
ues, y compris, mais sans s'y limiter, les incendies de Sainte-Croix
du Ter octobre 1878. Les iles Vierges (Etats-Unis) ont été his-
toriquement et sont actuellement peuplées principalement par des
personnes d'ascendance AfRaKan autochtone ancestrale / descente.
2020 marque la 6e année de la Décennie internationale des per-
sonnes d'ascendance africaine (IDPAD) désignée par les Nations
Unies sur le theme «Reconnaissance, justice et développement».
https://www.un.org/fr/observances/decade-people-african-
descent

Le racisme systémique, le colonialisme, la corruption institution-
nelle et les troubles sociaux qui y sont liés ont influencé les dé-
séquilibres communautaires croissants contestés par la coloni-
alocratie (Corbin: 2020), y compris mais pas limitée a la violence
armée, aux agressions sexuelles, aux maladies mentales, a la dis-
crimination en matiére de logement et a la rareté, et a de nom-
breuses inégalités socioéconomiques. Les stratégies de recherche,
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https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/lang--fr/index.htm
https://www.un.org/fr/observances/decade-people-african-descent
https://www.un.org/fr/observances/decade-people-african-descent
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de développement et de gouvernance sociale sont essentielles pour
la mise en place de solutions proactives avec des protocoles de
compétences culturelles qui réduisent, exposent et éradiquent
rapidement les crimes de haine, la violence domestique, la querre
liée aux gangs internalisée et d'autres actes compliqués par le ter-
rorisme institutionnel et le racisme systémique . L'ensemble des
(araibes, y compris les iles Vierges américaines, aux cotés des ré-
gions limitrophes de I'Amérique centrale et du Sud, est un espace
puissant et culturellement enrichi, doté de ressources humaines,
spirituelles et sociales fondamentales pour des héritages his-
toriques révolutionnaires dans un esprit d'émancipation, libération,
autodétermination, droits de ['homme, liberté et souveraineté.

Emancipation dans les iles Vierges américaines (juillet 3.1848),
Saint-Martin (juillet 1.1848), anciennes colonies britanniques (aot
1834 avec protocoles conditionnels), Etats-Unis (1863 avec des
retards de protocoles jusqu'au Juneteenth en 1865), et autres dé-
clarations verbales pour L '«émancipation» demeure en mauvais
état et manque d'authenticité, comme en témoigne un racisme
systémique accru qui sévit encore en 2020. La justice réparatrice et
les réparations mondiales rétabliront I'équité humaine. Des pro-
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grammes stratégiques complets liés aux données et aux expérienc-
es de la vie réelle concus pour créer des solutions partagées avec
des actions de réconciliation pour renforcer I'unité, le développe-
ment et les protocoles communautaires démanteleront les institu-
tions de racisme systémique au-dela du mouvement Black Lives
Matter construit sur les épaules de la résistance historique au ter-
rorisme et au génocide basé sur la race, le sexe et la classe pendant
des siecles. Puissions-nous honnétement réfléchir, collaborer et
naviguer en coopération pour trouver les meilleures solutions pro-
actives pour maintenir la sécurité, le respect, la justice, la dignité, la
liberté et la liberté des personnes, des ressources, héritage du patri-
moine culturel, de I'esprit du lles Vierges Caraibes Amériques et au-
dela pour que I'humanité prospére avec une prospérité, un bien-
étre, une sécurité, une libération et une liberté abondants pour une
véritable émancipation se manifester dans notre vie pendant des
générations.



What does the Black Lives
Matter movement mean
to the Caribbean Scholar
Student?

These past couple of months
have shown a worldwide
movement in which Black
lives have become front and
center in the discussion on
racism. Initiated by the
death of George Floyd, pro-
tests sprung up across the
United States and then bal-
looned through the entire
world as people in other countries began to grapple with how rac-
ism against Black people looked in other countries. From the Unit-
ed States to countries in Europe to even the Caribbean, protestors
demonstrated that this problem was institutional and structural;
not just a one-time problem.

Keisha Wiel

As people from the Caribbean have migrated to the United States
for decades, our position within the movement is a particularly
interesting one. We have seen activists with Caribbean back-
grounds come to the forefront and lead movements. People like
Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael (later known as Kwame Ture),
Shirley Chisholm, and Marcus Garvey were all important figures in
movements for Black empowerment. We have led movements and
created mediums that have defined Black American culture. Yet,
there has also been uneasy tensions between Black Americans and
(aribbean immigrants. Differing ideas about race and class have
been a point of discussion for how many Caribbean people and
their descendants navigate the American landscape.

But what does this mean for our current Caribbean scholars who are
in graduate school. Especially those of us who have experienced
and witnessed racism in the United States and have also witnessed
racism in the Caribbean. How do we begin to grapple with our
position as scholars while also experiencing and empathizing with
the movement in the US?

For me, | was born in the United States to two parents from the
(aribbean and it broke me to not be there while the movement
exploded. I'm currently still in the Caribbean because of research
and COVID. Being down here has felt like | had the privilege to hide
out and escape the problems. But also, at the same time, | felt that
| didn't have to deal with the issues here. | did not grow up here
and | was only here for a couple of months. It shouldn't affect me,
right? | couldn’t hide behind my inability to enact change. | did
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something about it. | work alongside some local people in different
industries to organize an open-air conversation about racism on the
island and its connection to what was going on in the United
States.

For me, it felt like the right thing to do because it gave me the cour-
age to speak up about other instances of racism and discrimination
in other facets of my life. But it also makes me hyper aware of how
precarious our position as graduate students is. We are completely
at the mercy of our departments, funding organizations, and even
local governments. We can't risk angering them for fear of reper-
cussions. To take that chance is such a risky move. But | am glad |
did. How are you all responding to the global movement?

Espaiol

{Qué significa el movimiento Black Lives Matter para el Car-
ibbean Scholar Student?

Estos Ultimos meses han mostrado un movimiento mundial en el
que las vidas de los negros se han convertido en el centro de la dis-
cusion sobre el racismo. Iniciadas por la muerte de George Floyd, las
protestas surgieron en todo Estados Unidos y luego se dispararon
por todo el mundo a medida que las personas en otros paises
comenzaron a lidiar con la apariencia del racismo contra los negros
en otros paises. Desde Estados Unidos hasta paises de Europa e
incluso el Caribe, los manifestantes demostraron que este problema
erainstitucional y estructural; no solo un problema de una sola vez.

Como las personas del Caribe han emigrado a los Estados Unidos
durante décadas, nuestra posicion dentro del movimiento es partic-
ularmente interesante. Hemos visto a activistas con antecedentes
caribefios llegar a la vanguardia y liderar movimientos. Gente como
Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael (mds tarde conocido como Kwame
Ture), Shirley Chisholm y Marcus Garvey fueron figuras importantes
en los movimientos para el empoderamiento de los negros. Hemos
liderado movimientos y creado medios que han definido la cultura
afroamericana. Sin embargo, también ha habido tensiones
incdmodas entre los afroamericanos y los inmigrantes caribefios.
Las diferentes ideas sobre raza y clase han sido un punto de dis-
cusion sobre cudntas personas caribefias y sus descendientes
navegan por el paisaje estadounidense.

Pero, jqué significa esto para nuestros académicos caribefios actu-
ales que estan en la escuela de posgrado? Especialmente aquellos
de nosotros que hemos experimentado y presenciado el racismo en
los Estados Unidos y también hemos sido testigos del racismo en
elCaribe. ;Cémo comenzamos a lidiar con nuestra posicion como



académicos mientras también experimentamos y empatizamos con
el movimiento en los Estados Unidos?

Para mi, naci en los Estados Unidos de dos padres del Caribe y me
rompid no estar alli mientras el movimiento explotaba. Actualmen-
te todavia estoy en el Caribe por investigacion y COVID. Estar aqui
abajo ha sentido que tuve el privilegio de esconderme y escapar de
los problemas. Pero también, al mismo tiempo, senti que no tenia
que lidiar con los problemas aqui. No creci aqui y solo estuve aqui
por un par de meses. No deberia afectarme, jverdad? No podria
esconderme detrds de mi incapacidad para promulgar el cambio.
Hice algo al respecto. Trabajo junto a algunas personas locales en
diferentes industrias para organizar una conversacion al aire libre
sobre el racismo en la isla y su conexion con lo que estaba sucedien-
do en los Estados Unidos.

Para mi, me parecid lo correcto porque me dio el coraje de hablar
sobre otros casos de racismo y discriminacion en otras facetas de mi
vida. Pero también me hace hiperconsciente de cudn precaria es
nuestra posicion como estudiantes graduados. Estamos completa-
mente a merced de nuestros departamentos, organizaciones de
financiacion e incluso gobiernos locales. No podemos arriesgarnos a
enojarlos por miedo a las repercusiones. Tomar esa oportunidad es
un movimiento tan arriesgado. Pero me alegro de haberlo hecho.
iC6mo estan respondiendo todos al movimiento global?

Francais

Que signifie le mouvement Black Lives Matter pour
I'étudiant universitaire des Caraibes?

Ces deux derniers mois ont montré un mouvement mondial dans
lequel la vie des Noirs est devenue au centre des discussions sur le
racisme. Initiées par la mort de George Floyd, des protestations ont
éclaté a travers les Etats-Unis, puis ont explosé a travers le monde
entier alors que les gens d'autres pays commencaient a com-
prendre a quoi ressemblait le racism contre les Noirs dans d'autres
pays. Des Etats-Unis aux pays d'Europe en passant par les Caraibes,
les manifestants ont démontré que ce probléeme était institutionnel
et structurel; pas seulement un probléme ponctuel.

Comme les habitants des Caraibes ont émigré aux Etats-Unis pen-
dant des décennies, notre position au sein du mouvement est par-
ticulierement intéressante. Nous avons vu des militants d'origine
caribéenne se placer au premier plan et diriger des mouvements.
Des gens comme Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael (plus tard connu
sous le nom de Kwame Ture), Shirley Chisholm et Marcus Garvey
étaient tous des figures importantes dans les mouvements pour
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I'autonomisation des Noirs. Nous avons dirigé des mouvements et
créé des médiums qui ont défini la culture noire américaine. Pour-
tant, il y a également eu des tensions difficiles entre les Noirs amé-
ricains et les immigrants des Caraibes. Des idées divergentes sur la
race et la classe ont été un point de discussion pour savoir combien
de personnes des Caraibes et de leurs descendants naviguent dans
le paysage américain.

Mais qu'est-ce que cela signifie pour nos universitaires antillais
actuels qui poursuivent des études supérieures. Surtout ceux d'en-
tre nous qui ont vécu et été témoins de racisme aux Ftats-Unis et
ont également été témoins de racisme dans les Caraibes. Comment
pouvons-nous commencer a nous attaquer a notre position d'uni-
versitaires tout en faisant I'expérience et en sympathisant avec le
mouvement aux Etats-Unis?

Pour moi, je suis né aux Etats-Unis de deux parents des Caraibes et
¢a m'a brisé de ne pas étre la pendant que le mouvement explose.
Je suis actuellement dans les Caraibes a cause de la recherche et du
COVID. Etre ici, C'est comme si j'avais le privilege de me cacher et
d'échapper aux problémes. Mais aussi, en méme temps, je sentais
que je n'avais pas a traiter les problémes ici. Je n'ai pas grandi ici et
je n'y suis restée que quelques mois. Cela ne devrait pas m'affecter,
non? Je ne pouvais pas me cacher derriére mon incapacité a opérer
des changements. J'ai fait quelque chose. Je travaille aux cotés de
certains habitants de différentes industries pour organiser une con-
versation en plein air sur le racisme sur I'ile et son lien avec ce qui
se passait aux Etats-Unis.

Pour moi, c'était la bonne chose a faire car cela m'a donné le cour-
age de parler d'autres cas de racisme et de discrimination dans
d'autres facettes de ma vie. Mais cela me rend également hyper
conscient de la précarité de notre position d'étudiants diplomés.
Nous sommes entierement a la merci de nos services, des bailleurs
de fonds et méme des collectivités locales. Nous ne pouvons pas
risquer de les irriter par peur des répercussions. Prendre cette
chance est une décision tellement risquée. Mais je suis content de
I'avoir fait. Comment réagissez-vous tous au mouvement mondial?



CSA MEMBER HIGHLIGHT

Alison Mc Letchie obtained her Ph.D.in Sociology in 2013, a M.A. in Anthropology, and Certificate
in Museum Management in 2003 from the University of South Carolina (USC).

Her primary research interest includes race and ethnicity, economic inequality, music and religion. Some of
her current projects include investigations of Caribbean Carnivals in the Carolinas, behavioral and sexual
health among Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) students, inclusion and diversity on HBCU
campuses and a study of Caribbean Catholic music.

She has published or presented extensively on /a Divina Pastora, calypso, Caribbean miracles, douglas, diversi-
ty and inclusion, and Caribbean immigrants in the Carolinas.

In September 2019, Dr. Mc Letchie delivered the Saul 0. Sidore lecture hosted by Plymouth State University in New Hampshire entitled, “The
Southern Strategy: The Role of Race in US Elections." She has given the Cheryl Herrera Memorial Lecture sponsored by the Caribbean Theology
Today conference in 2019 and 2016. Working with filmmaker George “Buddy” Wingard, they recently completed the documentary, “We Came A
Long Way By Faith: Catholic Hill and St. James the Greater Catholic Church” about one of the oldest African American parish in South Carolina
which debuts in 2020.

Dr. Mc Letchie is an Assistant Professor at South Carolina State University where she teaches anthropology and sociology in the Department of
Social Sciences.

» CLICK HERE to view Dr. Mc Letchie’s CV
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SCHOLARSHIP IN SEXUALITIES

An online petition has been
circulating via social media
since mid-June in response
to a series of attacks target-
ing LGBTIQ activists and
artists in Cuba. Resorting to
misinformation, the attack-
ers equate LGBTIQ rights
and activism with an explicit
defense of Minor Attracted
Persons (MAPs), or pedo-
philes. Whereas this online
campaign has focused on the lack of legislation conferring rights to
sexual minorities, a similar social media campaign bringing visibil-
ity to the issue of police brutality against Afro-Cubans has sparked
rage throughout social media platforms on the intrinsic racism,
misogyny, homophobia, and transphobia that continues to perme-
ate Cuba’s political. For this month’s entry of the Scholarship in
Sexualities section, | would like to discuss the implications of both
campaign regarding embodied actions as a praxis for a digital activ-
ism in the face of the covid-19 pandemic.

David Tenorio

Internet access in Cuba is costly, unequal, and state-requlated. If
the average Cuban earns an equivalent of $17 US per month, the
average monthly cost associated to internet access is $10 US. This
inequality highlights the paradoxical relationship between the
socialist regime, and the quality of life provided to Cubans, as at
least 40% of population receive cash remittances from abroad in
order to survive everyday life. This means that a vast majority of
Cubans rely on the internet as a way of interacting with the world,
as the net can be seen as a virtual space for freedom of expression.
The online campaign, “Movimiento 11 M,” spearheaded by Haydée
Milanés, a music artist and daughter of acclaimed song-writer
Pablo Milanés, one of the founders of Cuban nueva trova, was
launched on the website change.org to bring awareness and soli-
darity to the struggles facing LGBTIQ people on the island. Among
the many demands, the petition asks for the recognition of same-
sex marriage without a constitutional referendum, a legal move
that has been interpreted as an intervention from conservative
religious groups in an otherwise religious-free legality. In the east-
ern region of Havana, Guanabacoa, a young Afro-Cuba, Hansel Ern-
esto Hernandez Galiano, was fatally shot by state police on June 17,
2020. His death, first denounced by a family member via Facebook,
prompted activists to protest against institutional racism and police
abuse. Under the Twitter hashtag #30JunioCuba, protestors
planned to peacefully invade city streets across the country, but
many were detained and taken into custody by police forces before-
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hand, including performance artist Tania Bruguera and rapper
Maykel Osorbo. Each campaign resorts to the invasion of public
space to signal the government that police brutality is not accepta-
ble, and that racism continues to be an issue in Cuba, even if the
revolutionary project sought equality for all. Each campaign also
signals a fascinating phenomenon through which the coalition
between online media and marginalized bodies offers a mode of
political organizing amidst the covid-19 pandemic and its manipu-
lation by governments in the deployment of practice of precarity.

As we continue to have a conversation about the continuing effects
of (neo)colonization, | would like to insist on the fact that an anti-
racist agenda is, in principle, similar to an anti-homophobic and -
transphobic activist agenda in that each advocates for a disman-
tling of the systems of oppression that, although have specific tra-
jectories and histories, stem from a western understanding of pow-
er dynamics; one, which, | argue, is rooted in a white patriarchal
hierarchy.

Espaiol

Una campana en linea ha circulado en redes sociales desde media-
dos de junio a partir de una serie de ataques contra activistas y ar-
tistas LGBTIQ en Cuba. Recurriendo a estrategias de desinforma-
cion, los que atacan equiparan los derechos y el activismo LGBTIQ
con una defensa explicita de personas atraidas por menores, con
siglas en inglés MAPs o, dicho de otro modo, pedéfilos. Mientras
que esta iniciativa virtual se ha centrado en la falta de legislacion
que confiera derechos a las minorias sexuales, otra campaia en
redes sociales en torno a la brutalidad policial contra los afrocuba-
nos ha despertado la ira en varias plataformas virtuales sobre el
racismo, la misoginia, la homofobia, y la transfobia que continda
impregnando la politica cubana en pleno siglo XXI. Para la entrada
de este mes de esta seccion de Sexualidades, me gustaria discutir
las implicaciones que ambas campafias han tenido con respecto a
las acciones incorporadas como una praxis para un activismo digital
frente a la pandemia del covid-19.

El acceso a internet en Cuba es costoso, desigual y estrictamente
regulado por el estado. Si el cubano promedio gana un equivalente
de $17 US al mes, el costo mensual promedio asociado al acceso a
internet es de $ 10 US. Esta desigualdad exhibe la paradoja que se
vive en el pais, entre un régimen socialista que promulga igualdad
y la calidad de vida proporcionada a los cubanos, considerando que
al menos el 40% de la poblacion recibe remesas del extranjero que
contribuye al sustento de la vida cotidiana. Esto significa que la
gran mayoria de los cubanos se conecto a la red como una forma de


https://www.change.org/p/asamblea-nacional-del-poder-popular-sensibilizar-reflexionar-y-multiplicar-la-solidaridad-con-la-comunidad-lgbtq-en-cuba?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22932262_es-ES%3A3&recruiter=2345433&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_c
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interactuar con el mundo, ya que el ciberespacio se abre a la liber-
tad de expresion. La campafia en linea, “Movimiento 11 M”, enca-
bezada por Haydée Milanés, cantate e hija del aclamado composi-
tor Pablo Milanés, uno de los fundadores de la nueva trova cubana,
se lanzé en el sitio web change.org para generar conciencia y soli-
daridad a las luchas que enfrentan las personas LGBTIQ en la isla.
Entre las muchas demandas, la peticién solicita el reconocimiento
del matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo sin un referéndum
constitucional, una medida legal que ha sido interpretada como
una intervencion de grupos religiosos conservadores en medio de
un marco legal laico. En la region oriental de La Habana, en Guana-
bacoa, un joven afrocubano, Hansel Ernesto Herndndez Galiano, fue
asesinado a tiros por la policia estatal el 17 de junio de 2020. Su
muerte, denunciada por primera vez a través de Facebook por un
familiar de la victima, llevd a los activistas a protestar contra el
racismo de las instituciones socialista y el abuso policial. Bajo el
hashtag #30JunioCuba de Twitter, los manifestantes planearon
invadir pacificamente las calles de varias ciudades en todo el pais,
pero muchos fueron detenidos por las fuerzas policiales antes de
integrarse a las marchas, incluyendo a la artista de performance
Tania Bruguera y al rapero Maykel Osorbo. Cada campana recurre a
la invasion del espacio publico para denunciar que la brutalidad
policial no es aceptable y que el racismo sigue siendo un problema
en Cuba, incluso si el proyecto revolucionario busca la igualdad para
todos. Cada campafia también muestra un fendmeno fascinante a
través del cual la coalicion entre los medios sociales y los cuerpos
marginados ofrece un modo de organizacion politica en medio de la
pandemia del covid-19 y los discursos que se desprenden con rela-
cion a la precariedad.

A medida que mantenemos una conversacion sobre los efectos
continuos de la (neo) colonizacién, me gustaria insistir en el hecho
de que una agenda antirracista es, en principio, similar a una agen-
da activista antihomofdbica y transfdbica ya que cada una aboga
por el desmantelamiento de los sistemas de opresion que, aunque
responden a trayectorias e historias especificas, provienen de una
comprension occidental de la dindmica del poder, dindmica que
mantiene sus raices en la jerarquia patriarcal de la blanquitud.

Francais

Une pétition en ligne circule sur les réseaux sociaux depuis la mi-
juin en réponse a une série d'attaques visant des militants et ar-
tistes LGBTIQ a Cuba. Recourant a la désinformation, les assaillants
assimilent les droits et I'activisme LGBTIQ a une défense explicite
des personnes attires mineures (MAP) ou des pédopbhiles. Alors que
cette campagne en ligne s'est concentrée sur |'absence de législa-

19

tion conférant des droits aux minorités sexuelles, une campagne
similaire sur les réseaux sociaux, qui a rendu visible le probléme de
la violence policiére contre les Afro-Cubains, a suscité la colére sur
les plateformes de réseaux sociaux contre le racism intrinséque, la
misogynie, I'homophobie, et la transphobie qui continue de pé-
nétrer la politique cubaine. Pour I'entrée ce mois-ci de la section
Scholarship in Sexualities, je voudrais discuter des implications des
deux campagnes concernant les actions incarnées comme praxis
pour un activism numérique face a la pandémie Covid-19.

L'acces a Internet a Cuba est colteux, inégal et réglementé par
I'Etat. Si le Cubain moyen gagne |'équivalent de 17 $ US par mois, le
colt mensuel moyen associé a l'accés a Internet est de 10 $ US.
Cette inégalité met en évidence la relation paradoxale entre le ré-
gime socialiste et la qualité de vie offerte aux Cubains, car au moins
40% de la population recoit des envois de fonds de I'étranger pour
survivre au quotidien. Cela signifie qu'une grande majorité de
Cubains comptent sur Internet comme moyen d'interagir avec le
monde, car le net peut étre considéré comme un espace virtuel
pour la liberté d'expression. La campagne en ligne «<Movimiento 11

M», dirigée par Haydée Milanés, artiste musical et fille du célébre
auteur-compositeur Pablo Milanés, |'un des fondateurs de la nueva
trova cubaine, a été lancée sur le site change.org pour sensibiliser
et faire connaitre la solidarité. aux luttes des LGBTIQ sur I'ile. Parmi
les nombreuses demandes, la pétition demande la reconnaissance
du marriage homosexuel sans référendum constitutionnel, une
décision légale qui a été interprétée comme une intervention de
groupes religieux conservateurs dans une légalité autrement sans
religion. Dans la région orientale de La Havane, Guanabacoa, un
jeune Afro-Cuba, Hansel Emesto Herndndez Galiano, a été abattu
par la police d'Etat le 17 juin 2020. Sa mort, d'abord dénoncée par
un membre de la famille via Facebook, a incité les militants a pro-
tester contre les institutions racisme et abus policiers. Sous le
hashtag Twitter # 30JunioCuba, les manifestants prévoyaient d'en-
vahir pacifiquement les rues de la ville a travers le pays, mais
beaucoup ont été arrétés et placés en garde a vue par les forces de
police au préalable, dont I'artiste de performance Tania Bruguera et
le rappeur Maykel Osorbo. Chaque campagne recourt a I'invasion
de I'espace public pour signaler au gouvernement que la brutalité
policiere n'est pas acceptable et que le racisme continue d'étre un
probleme a Cuba, méme si le projet révolutionnaire vise |'égalité
pour tous. Chaque campagne signale également un phénomene
fascinant a travers lequel la coalition entre les médias en ligne et
les organes marginalisés offre un mode d'organisation politique au

milieu de la pandémie de Covid-19 et sa manipulation par les gou-
vernements dans le déploiement de la pratique de la précarité.


https://www.change.org/p/asamblea-nacional-del-poder-popular-sensibilizar-reflexionar-y-multiplicar-la-solidaridad-con-la-comunidad-lgbtq-en-cuba?utm_content=cl_sharecopy_22932262_es-ES%3A3&recruiter=2345433&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_c
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Alors que nous continuons d'avoir une conversation sur les effets
persistants de la (néo) colonisation, je voudrais insister sur le fait
qu'un programme anti-raciste est, en principe, similaire a un pro-
gramme militant anti-homophobe et transphobique en ce que
chaque plaide pour un démantélement des systemes d'oppression
qui, bien qu'ils aient des trajectoires et des histoires spécifiques,
découlent d'une comprehension occidentale de la dynamique du
pouvoir; une, qui, selon moi, est enracinée dans une hiérarchie
patriarcale blanche.
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PRESS RELEASE
Aruba, EU and UNDP partner to build STEM capacity of Small Island Developing States

Aruba, 24 June 2020 - A new faculty - aimed at bolstering the national and regional capacity in science, technology, engineering and mathe-
matics (STEM) - is being developed at the University of Aruba (UA), in Oranjestad, through support from the European Union (EU), the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Catholic University of Leuven (KU Leuven), in Belgium.

When established, the SISSTEM faculty (Sustainable Island Solutions through Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) at UA will offer
a Bachelor programme in STEM, a Master’s and a PhD program with a focus on sustainable development in Small Island Developing States. The
faculty aims to educate a new generation of scientists and engineers to support sustainable development, diversify local economies, reduce de-
pendence on fossil fuels, and enhance the resilience of Small Island Developing States. It will embody sustainability policies on an academic level,
while also empowering a regional workforce with the skills and capacity to make these policies a reality. It is hoped that the SISSTEM faculty be-
comes a centre of excellence and a knowledge hub for the region and for Small Island Developing States around the world.

Funded by the European Union, the establishment of the SISSTEM faculty is being implemented by the United Nations Development programme
and the University of Aruba and KU Leuven.

UNDP has a long history of working in collaboration with the Government of Aruba, as well as sector experience in STEM programs, with projects
such as the Aruba Centre of Excellence - launched through a partnership arrangement with UNDP in 2015 - working to facilitate and broker
knowledge exchange on sustainability practices among small islands.

“We are delighted to once again be working in collaboration with the Government in support of Aruba’s efforts to implement the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs), to create opportunities for diversification of the economy, and to stimulate innovation” commented Randi Davis, UNDP’s
Resident Representative for Trinidad and Tobago, Curacao, Aruba and Sint Maarten. “UNDP recognises that knowledge-sharing between and with-
in regions is vital and will continue to work with governments in the Caribbean to boost preparedness and increase resilience - drawing on our work on
the ground in 170 countries, including SIDS.”

Students at the University of Aruba

For more information please contact:

Magella Moreau, Communications Consultant

United Nations Development Programme

Mobile: +1868 788-5975 | Email: magella.moreau@undp.org | Website: www.tt.undp.org
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ABOUT UNDP

UNDP is the leading United Nations organisation fighting to end the injustice of poverty, inequality, and climate change. Working with our broad
network of experts and partners in 170 countries, we help nations to build integrated, lasting solutions for people and planet. Learn more at
www.ttundp.org or follow at @UNDPTT.

About University of Aruba
The University of Aruba is located in downtown Oranjestad, Aruba. Established in 1988, it provides undergraduate and postgraduate education in
four faculties: Law; Accounting, Finance and Marketing; Hospitality and Tourism Management Studies; and Arts and Science. Learn more at
www.ua.aw or on Facebook.

CARIBBEAN SIDS

Small Island Developing States face double vulnerabilities to external economic and environmental shocks - a fact brought into greater focus by
the COVID-19 pandemic which has, among other things, crippled the tourism industry upon which many SIDS depend. Caribbean SIDS share simi-
lar environmental and socio-economic concerns. The projected consequences of climate change for the Caribbean—higher temperatures, declin-
ing precipitation, rising sea levels and potentially adverse changes in the patterns of extreme weather events—have strong implications for long
-term development in the region, with the most vulnerable sectors including tourism, agriculture (and food security), human settlements and
economic infrastructure. Other important overlapping sectors include human health, biodiversity and fisheries.

Papiamento
Aruba, Union Europeo y UNDP ta partner pa desaroya capacidad di STEM pa Islanan Chikito den Desaroyo (Small Island Develop-
ing States)

Aruba, 24 June 2020 - Un facultad nobo y sostenibel ta wordo desaroya na Universidad di Aruba (UA) na Oranjestad cu ayudo di Union Europeo
(UE), United Nations Development Program (UNDP) y Universidad Catolico di Leuven (KU Leuven) na Belgica. E facultad aki lo ta destina pa reforsa
e capacidad nacional y regional riba tereno di ciencia, tecnologia, ingenieria y matematica (STEM).

E facultad di SISSTEM (Sustainable Island Solutions through Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) na UA ta ofrece un programa di
Bachelor den STEM, un programa di Masters y un programa di PhD cu lo enfoca riba desaroyo sostenibel den Small Island Developing States
(SIDS). E facultad tin como obhetivo educa un generacion nobo di scientificonan y ingenieronan cu lo apoya desaroyo sostenibel, lo diversifica
economianan local, lo reduci dependencia riba combustibel fossiel y lo mehora e abilidad di SIDS pa trata cu disaster (resilience). E facultad ta
incorpora maneho di sostenibilidad riba nivel academico, mientras cu ta fortifica tambe e forsa laboral regional cu e habilidadnan y capacidad
necesario. Ta spera cu e facultad di SISSTEM lo por bira un centro di excelencia y un centro di conocemento pa e region y pa e SIDS rond mundo.
Financia door di Union Europeo, e establecimento di e facultad di SISSTEM ta wordo implementa door di UNDP y UA y KU Leuven.

UNDP tin un relacion di trabao di hopi anja cu Gobierno di Aruba, y tin tambe hopi experiencia den e sector di programanan di STEM. Tambe proy-
ectonan manera Aruba Centre of Excellence cu a wordo lansa via di un acuerdo cu UNDP na 2015, cual a contribui pa facilita y difundi conocemen-
to riba intercambio di practicanan entre islanan chikito.

“Nos ta encanta pa bolbe traha cu Gobierno di Aruba pa apoya Aruba su esfuersonan pa implementa e Obhetivonan Mundial di Desaroyo Sos-
tenibel (SDGs) di Nacionnan Uni (UN), pa crea oportunidadnan pa diversifica economia y pa stimula innovacion” tawata comentario di Randi Da-
vis, UNDP su Representante Residente pa Trinidad y Tobago, Corsow, Aruba y Sint Maarten. UNDP ta reconoce cu e intercambio di conocemento
entre y dentro di regionnan ta vital y pesey lo sigui traha cu e gobiernonan den Caribe pa impulsa preparacion pa maneha resilience, mirando nan
trabao riba e tereno aki den 170 pais, incluyendo SIDS.
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informacion por tuma contacto cu:
Magella Moreau, Communications Consultant
United Nations Development Programme
Mobile: +1 868 788-5975

Email: magella.moreau@undp.org

Website: www.tt.undp.org

Tocante UNDP:

UNDP ta e organisacion principal di Nacionnan Uni cu ta lucha pa caba cu probresa, desigualdad y cambio climatologico. Trahando cu un red am-
plio di experto y socio den 170 pais, nos ta yuda nacionnan construi solucionnan integral y duradero pa hende y planeta. Por haya mas infor-
macion riba www.ttundp.org of por follow nos riba @UNDPTT.

SIDS den Caribe:

Islanan chikito den Desaroyo (SIDS) ta dos biaha mas vulnerable pa shocknan externo economico y di medio ambiente, un echo cu a manifesta su
mes mas despues di e pandemia di Covid-19 y cu entre otro cosnan a paralisa e industria turistico riba cual hopi SIDS ta depende. SIDS den Caribe
ta comparti preocupacionnan socioeconomico y di medio ambiente cu ta similar. E consecuencianan di cambio climatologico cu ta proyecta pa
(aribe (temperatura mas halto, menos yobida, aumento di e nivel di lama y cambionan potencialmente desfaborabel den e patronchi di even-
tonan climatologico extremo) tin implicacion fuerte pa e desaroyo di e region riba termino largo, vooral pa e sectornan mas vulnerable incluyendo
turismo, agricultura (y sequridad di alimento), settlements humano y infrastructura economico. Otro sectornan importante cu ta overlap otro ta
inclui salud humano, diversidad biologico y pesca.
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GAME CHANGER INITIATIVE

NEW INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT for KES

Reigning Joint Road March King and Soca Monarch 2020 Champion, Kes The Band has contracted a new
management team and will soon release new music and content for the world. Kes signed with new man-
agement duo Damon DeGraff and Evan Vogel recently - as the band looks to expand its presence and fol-
lowing globally.

DeGraff and Vogel bring a host of international experience to the table after years of developing and
launching global acts and brands individually through non-traditional avenues. The duo fell in love with
the band's infectious and easy-listening soundscape and have hatched a plan for Kes” music to become a
platform for bringing joy to the world and taking the sound of soca to mainstream culture where they be-
lieve it belongs:

“From the moment we were introduced to Kes, we felt connected to their music, mission, and larger ambitions,” said DeGraff and Vogel. “With
the world going through so many challenges, we believe Kes's music can bring about more unity and positive energy. We are honored to be a
part of this next chapter.”

Kes meanwhile is thrilled to work with new visionaries, who possess the knowledge and experience to navigate international waters and also
share a passion for Soca music and the Caribbean soundscape.

“We are evolving and wanted to partner with a new team that shares our vision,” stated Kees Dieffenthaller, lead singer of Kes. “We're excited
about the opportunity for expansion and are thankful for the support of new management and our fans to help us reach these new heights.”

About Damon DeGraff

Damon DeGraff founded dGi Management in 2001 which represents a number of America's premier artist,
DJs and record producers, such as Rev Run, Jermaine Dupri, DJ Ruckus and Pauly D, among others. dGi tal-
ent enjoys a global presence with DJs performing at exclusive events across the country and in Europe, Asia,
Africa, Latin America and the Middle East. dGi's record producers also have established a similar status,
collaborating with a bevy of international platinum-selling recording artists including Janet Jackson, Jen-
nifer Lopez, Katy Perry and Chris Brown.

DeGraff's foray into music began in 1999 with a job at the boutique music management/production com-
pany, Cheeba Sound. Working with R&B superstar D'Angelo and DJ / Producer Mark Ronson, the Bermudian
DeGraff made a name for himself in the New York music scene almost overnight.

About Evan Vogel

Evan is a Strategic and creative entrepreneurial leader with 16 years of industry expertise, across the adver-
tising, technology and venture sectors. Evan a serial entrepreneur has Co-Founded Award-winning creative
agency Night Agency, working with clients such as Nike, Spotify, HBO, Lego and many more. Career high-
lights include Playing Men's basketball at Syracuse University, Night Agency Acquisition, working closely
with Keep A Child Alive co-founders Alicia Keys and Leigh Blake on multi-million-dollar marketing/
fundraising initiatives and advising many early-stage companies.

Social info: Instagram: @damondegraff & @evogel35

PHOTO BY: Marlon James
Press Contacts: Nigel Telesford (Trinidad and Tobago) @overtimett 8687229073
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Constance R. Sutton (1926-2018)

A pioneering scholar of Afro-Caribbean activism and migration and feminist anthropology, Constance Rita
Sutton (“Connie,” as she was known to most) died on August 23, 2018. Her anthropology joined the pro-
duction of knowledge to political action, a process she recognized as necessitating collaboration as much
as, if not more than, individual effort and creativity. Her insights into the power of collectivity were shaped
by her early encounters in Barbados with a cane workers” wildcat strike and by her growing understanding
of the strength and agency of women, especially when acting in concert. She envisioned an anthropology
that extended beyond the academy, and she pursued this vision by working together with a cadre of fe-
male anthropologists, psychologists, writers, and activists like Eleanor Leacock, Vera Polgar/John-Steiner,
June Nash, Helen Safa, Paule Marshall, and Maya Angelou. Influenced by the working-class, union, gen-
der, and civil rights struggles beginning in the post-depression era of the 1940s when she came of age,
Sutton ultimately sought to develop a social science that could contribute to social justice and equality.

The eldest daughter of Russian secular Jewish immigrants, Sutton (nee Woloshin) was born in Minneapolis, MN, in 1926. She studied at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, receiving a PhB (two-year “Bachelor of Philosophy”) in 1946 and an MA in anthropology in 1954. A student of Sol Tax, Fred
Eggan, and Robert Redfield, she wrote a library-based master’s thesis, “The Role of Women in Plains Indian Gift-Giving Ceremonies,” which ex-
plored the practice of “giveaway,” arguing that, like the potlatch, this was a ritualization of reinvestment in people. Upon graduation, she and her
hushand Samuel Sutton (1921-1986), a fellow student at Chicago who became a noted physiological psychologist, moved to New York, where
Margaret Mead hired Sutton as her editorial assistant and, eventually, teaching assistant at Columbia University. Mead was an important early
mentor to Sutton and in 1955 facilitated her entry into Columbia’s anthropology doctoral program. At Columbia, Sutton had the opportunity to
study with scholars who were developing an anthropological perspective on complex and differentiated power relations and political economy. In
a PhD seminar led by Charles Wagley and Vera Rubin, she was also introduced to her primary fieldwork sites: the Caribbean and Barbados.

Sutton’s doctoral research (Sutton 1968) was an event analysis of an island-wide wildcat strike of sugar-field workers in Barbados in 1958. Com-
bining the ethnographic granularity of a traditional community study with a multiscalar analysis, Sutton offered an innovative twist on classic
anthropology by tacking back and forth between Ellerton, a village of sugar-cane workers adjacent to a major plantation, and the trade union’s
national political leadership in the urban center. The workers’ unauthorized strike, she explained, allowed her to see beyond what might at sur-
face-level appear to be a staid, compliant society, though one on the brink of political independence. She analyzed how people circulated infor-
mation and made decisions, offering a window into the quotidian creation of solidarity and power as people envisioned new political futures. Her
on-the-ground study has lasting value for contemporary scholars of the Caribbean and beyond as they revisit the promises of anticolonial move-
ments and rethink the parameters of sovereignty.

Between her fieldwork and the completion of her dissertation in 1968, Sutton gave birth to a son, David Sutton, who is currently a professor of
anthropology at Southern lllinois University, and began her teaching career. Initially hired as a part-time lecturer in sociology and anthropology,
she was one of the few women faculty at the newly coed University Heights Campus of New York University. Teaching at both the Heights and
Washington Square campuses, Sutton became faculty advisor to the black students’ society, co-organized the local activities of the anti—Vietnam
War movement, and brought together Caribbean and African American scholars in a major international conference. In

1970, she was appointed director of the University Heights Anthropology Department and, soon after, tenured. After NYU sold the Heights cam-
pus in 1973, Sutton moved downtown to the NYU Anthropology Department at Washington Square.

Sutton’s anthropology explored transnational connections and challenged the notion of bounded homogeneous cultures. With her student Susan
Makiesky, who restudied Ellerton for her own dissertation (Makiesky-Barrow 1976), Sutton showed that migration was a “bi-directional rather
than unidirectional” phenomenon (Sutton and Makiesky 1975, 114), which was producing a large-scale “transnational sociocultural system” in
“the Caribbeanization of New York City” (Sutton 1987). This new formation, which was associated with a restructuring of international processes
of capital accumulation, was changing people’s “racial and ethnic consciousness,” and their political subjectivities...Read More
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

2020 CSA MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

Please be reminded that you must be CSA member in order to present at the conference.
» CLICK HERE to Register Today

CALL FOR PAPERS
o Artand Activism in Latin America session at UAAC-AAUC

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

e Associate Professor — African Diasporas and Development in the Global South

o Professor — Political Theory

o  Tenure-track assistant professor in Afro-Caribbean thought and African diasporic peoples and cultures of the Caribbean

RESOURCES

o Association for Latin American Art COVID-19 relief fund

SEMINARS & CONFERENCES

o Diplomado virtual Racismo y Xenofobia vistos desde México
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