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Issue: April 2016

Join us in celebrating the arrival of a new conference logo, an
artistic representation by Philippe Dodard of our conference
theme: Caribbean Global Movements. Philippe Dodard who is a
leading Haitian artist, Director of ENARTS and one of our Local
Organizing Committee co-chairs, is the artist on whose work the
logo which we used initially was based. He has designed a new
logo for this year’s CSA-Haiti 2016 conference. The design
layout of the conference banner was created by Haitian graphic
artist Archangelo Celestin who works with the Department of
Communications in Haiti which will create airport welcome
banners and street flags with this image.

Please note as well that we have added Papimento in the
languaging of the conference logo for the first time so that we
have another representative Caribbean language ensuring the
Dutch-speaking Caribbean is included, thanks to Guido
Roger. The last logo was a portion of a mural at the Karibe Hotel
which was the originally proposed site of the conference until it
was pre-booked ahead of us by another organization. You will get
a chance to see that full piece of art anyway since we will do our
Cultural Night at the Karibe. Thank you Philippe Dodard for this
new logo which will be available to members as the Conference
Poster which is normally included in the conference bags.

OPENING ALL THE GATES

There is a vodou chant which travelled
with African diasporic people to the
Caribbean and which has become a
familiar trope in the works of many of
poets, artists, novelists, essayists.
This is Paule Marshall’'s version, used
as well as larger thematizing of
Praisesong for the Widow (1983):

Papa Legba, ouvri barriére pou’ mwé
— Vodun Introit, Haiti (p. 148).

Indeed we are at the implementation i
phase in the delivery of our Caribbean ~ ¢arolé Boyce-Davies
Studies Association Conference for

2016 and being held in Haiti, we pay respects and ask for smooth
passage from the gods of the crossing.

On a recent pre-conference site visit to Haiti last week, arriving in
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» JOIN TODAY
» UPDATE MEMBER INFO.

CSA CONFERENCE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Secondary Hotels

We have made arrangements
for reasonable rates with two
hotels. We will arrange daily
shuttles for CSA conference
attendees (only in the morning
and evening) from these two
hotels. -

s
1. Le Plaza, is a beautiful
hotel in the heart of Port-au-
Prince. Please note that this
hotel is about 15-20 minutes
drive from the conference
hotel/site, and with
morning/evening traffic, it
could take much longer.

2. The Royal Oasis,
Petionville - with reasonable
rates and many more double
rooms made available to CSA.

Ir3ed & Breakfat

Pension Esther Bed &
Breakfast/Cafe is located in a
a quaint, welcoming, green,
and eco-conscious
environment.

CLICK HERE for details

Airport Shuttles

® Marriott and Plaza
(Airport welcome and
transportation being
arranged by LOC)

® BestWestern: to and
from airport at $11.00
per person each way
for a group of 7 guests
($77.00) at a time to
get this special rate.

® Royal Oasis ($10.00
RT to and from airport,
must be booked with
hotel reservation)

CLICK HERE for details

Notice to All Students

All persons who have
registered at the student rate
are required to present a valid
student ID at the registration
desk in order to collect their
conference package.

CALL FOR PAPERS

® Revista Cuadernos de

what was Holy Thursday, Port au Prince was buzzing with
activity. | arrived at the same time as the soccer team from
Panama which was scheduled to play a game against Haiti a
couple days later. The next day, from my window in the Marriott
Hotel, | could see thousands doing a traditional “churchical’
Good Friday procession. But by that evening, rara, the
costumed street music moving festivals which still carry
resistance in their history and presence, was everywhere. A
beautiful day trip from Port au Prince, through the beautiful
Haitian countryside bordered by amazing mountainscapes, to
Jacmel, on Saturday encountered at least 4 rara groups in each
direction. | was told that they travel from village to village all
night, resting during the day, some not returning home until after
the season ends.

Political machinations though remained in the background as a
second nominated prime minister was confirmed and a new
interim government was put in place. Many breathed a sigh of
relief that at least there is a government in place. Still visible
signs of large campaign posters remind that this is an interim
government and another election will have to be organized. The
assumption is that this government will be in place through our
conference. But for the moment, new ministers and their
assistants were easily encountered at the Marriott. All offered full
support whenever we met them for the CSA-Haiti 2016
conference and were excited that we were bringing about 800
people (the number of papers submitted) to Haiti. While the first
nominated Prime Minister, the well-respected, Fritz Jean was not
confirmed, some say because he was of the same party as the
President, we look forward to his presentation on one of our
opening plenary sessions at the conference. He has confirmed
his presence and this promises to be an event that many look
forward to as his theory of economic development of Haiti is well
respected and will be the basis of his forthcoming publication.

Our Program Chairs have worked feverishly to have a draft
program ready and on line as scheduled. This year, we have
designed a new format with “Themed Opening Sessions”
featuring leading scholars every day, as opposed to empty rooms
with a few graduate students presenting early in the morning.
We want to use the space efficiently. So these will be followed
throughout each day by panels, literary salons, film and
performance tracks. And on Saturday we are having for the first
time an extra conference day, dedicated to Education to which

| lover 200 Haitian teachers will be invited. We have actually

exhausted the Marriott space and are locating additional rooms
for conference presentations in the surrounding community and
have found some good possibilities.

Meanwhile, our Local Organizing Committee, chaired by Mme
Pierre-Louis and two co-Chairs, Philippe Dodard (Logistics) and
Jhon Byron Picard (academic coordination), is energized and
has moved to implementation mode. (Photo below). They plan
with the various relevant ministries to have a nice welcome to
Haiti for all conferees and their guests. Remember the hotels are
giving us the conference rate for the weekend before and after
the conference. So if you have never been to Haiti, we will have
some local touring companies available so that you can book day
trips to Jacmel or even a longer trip to the Cap Haitien and the
Citadelle.

Basically our conference is creating more buzz, or as much buzz,
as CARIFESTA which was held in Haiti last August and indeed we
have a larger number of participants from abroad as our
community is fully international. There is quite a lot of interest as
well from local audience.

We have confirmed Dany LaFerriére, Haitian writer and now
member of the French Academy, for our opening event. Gloria
Rolando from Cuba will attend the conference and show her
latest film “Reembarque.” And we have confirmed the famous
racine group Boukman Eksperyans for the Banquet and closing
fete.

There are 2 new hotels to choose from if you have not yet
reserved a room. Both of them have airport shuttles. The Royal
Oasis and the Best Western are both in Petionville and have
airport shuttles which you can reserve when you make your
reservation. We will provide shuttle service from The Oasis and
The Plaza to the Marriott mornings and evenings and for special
events. They have given us good conference rates. The Oasis
has many double rooms available for sharing. See our website
conference page under Hotel Accomodation for details. And
please make your reservations early as these rooms are also
being taken pretty quickly and like the Marriott will be soon filled
to capacity.

We will also have an art exhibition and a roundtable discussion
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